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Recently in the Honolulu Star 
Advertiser there appeared an article on 
“hakanasa” loosely translated as 
conveying the fragility or evanescence, of 
life, and that for Japan, this sense of 
transience is also a source of strength.  

While the cherry blossoms will soon be 
blooming all over Japan, first starting with 
the southern prefectures and gradually 
making its way to the north, this sense of 
beauty also translates as a source or 
reminder of the fragility of human life.   

A fishmonger in Tsukiji remarked, 
“Thinking about how these people living 
normal lives suddenly disappeared, you 
cannot escape the feeling that humans, 
like the flowers, are transient things.” 

Although the samurai in former times 
embodied the spirit of bushido, the way of 
the warrior that combines “stoicism, 
bravery and self-sacrifice,” they also liked 
the sakura because the delicate cherry 
blossom didn’t cling to life but appeared if 
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but for a brief moment and fell at the 
peak of its splendor. Modern day 
Japanese version however, is embodied in 
the spirit of “gaman,” basically meaning 
to “pull yourself up by the bootstraps and 
move on.”  

The spirit of the Japanese is to be 
admired. Amidst the devastation and 
suffering, they are ready to rebuild their 
lives in an orderly fashion, without looting 
and other crimes witnessed in other parts 
of the world in the face of disaster. They 
are rebuilding their lives, just as they did 
after the fire bombings of Tokyo and the 
Atomic bombs that were dropped on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

It has been reported that as the news 
media people walked the ruined towns of 
northern Japan, residents would bring out 
water and food for them, apologizing that 
the meager offerings were all they had.  

While these are admirable traits, we 
(Continued on page 2) 
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are reminded of the fragility of human life 
and take refuge in the words of Rennyo 
Shonin in his epistle on White Ashes:    

“When I deeply contemplate the transient 
nature of human life, I realize that, from 
beginning to end, life is impermanent, like 
an illusion. 
There is no knowing whether I will die 
first or others, whether death will occur 
today or tomorrow.  We depart, one after 
another, more quickly than dewdrops on 
the roots or tips of the blades of grasses. 
 

………. Thus the ephemeral nature of 
human existence is such that death 
comes to young and old alike without 
discrimination.  So we should all quickly 
take to heart the matter of the greatest 
importance of the afterlife, entrust 
ourselves deeply to Amida Buddha, and 
recite the Nembutsu. 
 

Shinran Shonin, as a young boy of nine 
years old aspired to be ordained by the 
monk Jien.  As it was very late in the 
night, Jien advised him to wait until the 
next morning, to which Shinran replied in 
a poem, 
 

 Cherry blossoms that are felt 
 To last till the ’morrow 
 May well blow away 
 During the night. 

 

Namo Amida Butsu  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 
Please join us as we honor mothers on 

Sunday, May 8, Mother’s Day, at 9:00 AM 
our service.  Following the service we’ll 
enjoy a delicious brunch hosted by the 
Dharma School PTA showcasing the 
cooking talents of our men folk.  Don’t 
miss this annual treat!  

(Continued from page 1) SHINRAN SHONIN’S BIRTHDAY (GOTANE) 
SERVICE 
Moiliili Hongwanji will observe Shinran 
Shonin’s Birthday (Gotan-e) Services on 
Sunday, May 29, as follows: 
9:00 AM:  English Family Service 
Speaker:  Rev. Shigenori Makino 
10:30 AM:  Japanese Service 
Speaker:  Rev. Shigenori Makino 
  

STUDENT, TEACHER & GRADUATE   
RECOGNITION  
On Sunday, June 5, Dharma School 
students and teachers and high school 
graduates will be recognized at the 9:00 
AM Family Service. We hope everyone will 
be able to attend the service as we 
recognize our students and show our 
appreciation to our teachers. 
 

BON DANCE 
Please mark your calendars for 
Moiliili Hongwanji’s Bon Dance 
on Friday and Saturday, July 1 
& 2, from 7:15 to 10:30 PM on the 
grounds of the Moiliili Community Center.  
Practice sessions at MCC 2nd floor:  
Thursdays, June 9 & 23, 7:00 to 9:00 PM. 
You are welcome to join the members of 
the Yamada Dance Group to practice the 
dances.        
Practice sessions around yagura at MCC: 
Monday & Tuesday, June 27 & 28, 7:00 to 
8:30 PM 
Please mark your calendars and come to 
help at the Bon Dance.                               
Yagura setup at MCC:  Sunday, June 26, 
7:00 AM 
BBQ stringing:  Thurs., June 30, 6:00 PM 
Construction of the concession and choba 
at MCC: Friday, July 1, 1:00 PM. 
Bon Dance Help:  July 1 & 2, we’ll need 
lots of kokua with setup, concession, 
kitchen,  parking, choba, cleanup, etc. 
Please watch for more information—we 
really need your helping hand.  Mahalo!! 
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BON MAIRI  
Our joint Bon services for 

families will be held on 
Friday, July 8, at 7:30 PM 
and Saturday, July 9, at 
10:00 AM.   Everyone is invited to 
participate in these services. 
Arrangements for services for individual 
families may also be made by calling the 
temple office.   

 
HATSUBON SERVICE  

The joint Hatsubon service for families 
observing the first bon since the passing 
of a loved one will be held on Saturday, 
July 9, at 7:30 PM.  Everyone is welcome. 
Families may register when they come to 
the service 

 

MAJOR BON SERVICE 
Our Major Bon Service will be observed 

on Sunday, July 10, with our 9 AM Family 
English Service and a 10:30 AM Japanese 
Service 
  
BSC SUMMER SESSION  

The 2011 Buddhist Study Center 
Summer Session entitled ”Shin Buddhist 
Theology Questions of Good & Evil, 
Humanness, and Salvation“ will be held 
from June 13 to June 22, weekdays, from 
6:30 to 9:00 PM at the Buddhist Study 
Center. The lecturer will Dr. David 
Matsumoto of The Institute of Buddhist 
Studies. The registration fee is $45 or $10 
per day.  The student fee is $25. Please 
contact the Buddhist Study Center at 973-
6555 for further information. 
 
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS  

Welcome to the following who have 
joined our Sustaining (Gojikai) 
Membership: Duane Masami Uwaine, 
Cori Aiko Uwaine, Nora Okazaki 
Douglas Shiraki , Jenny Takemoto 
Pamela Yamamoto-Gusukuma, 

Frances Aoyama, Irwin Kurashige and 
Melissa Yoneshige 

We are looking forward to seeing you 
around the temple. 

 

SUSTAINING (GOJIKAI)  
MEMBERSHIP DUES 

Thank you to all the Sustaining 
Members for sending in your membership 
dues for 2011 along with the new 
Membership Application cards. Your 
generous support is most deeply 
appreciated!  

Sustaining Members constitute the 
official membership of our temple.  They 
may vote at the Annual Membership 
meeting and may serve on the temple 
Board of Directors.  Members also have 
privileges such as use of the columbarium 
and other considerations.  The minimum 
dues are $100 per year for individual 
members and $200 per year for family 
members of husband and wife.  Those 
who are 80 years of age or older and have 
paid dues for 5 years or more, may pay 
dues in an amount of their choosing. If 
you have any questions or if you would 
like more information about our temple 
Sustaining Membership, please contact 
the temple office. 
 
 
DEEPEST SYMPATHY  

Moiliili Hongwanji Mission extends its 
deepest sympathy and condolences to the 
families of the following who have 
recently passed away:  

 

Mr. Tasuku Matsushima,90, February 13  
Mr. Fred Kajioka, 93, on March 7th 
Mrs. Reiko Izumi, 77, on March 19th 
Mrs. Kimiyo Kajioka, 87, on March 28th 
Mr. Miyuki Shimada, 96, on April 11th 

 

May the Onembutsu provide solace to 
family members and friends during this 
time of sorrow.  
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WELCOME TO BRENT 
Brent Ishii assumed 

the position of Office 
Manager for our temple 
effective March 14.  He is 
from the Hilo area and moved to Honolulu 
2 years ago. Brent brings a lot of 
computer skills and energy to the office. 
Please stop by and say hello!  
 
 
 

JAPAN TSUNAMI RELIEF FUND 
The Honpa Hongwanji Mission of 

Hawaii Social Concerns is continuing its 
fund drive for the Japan Tsunami Relief 
efforts. Please make your checks payable 
to Moiliili Hongwanji Mission with a 
notation “2011 Japan Disaster Fund”. All 
donations received will be given to 
Honzan and to the Japanese Red Cross for  
disaster relief efforts. Thank you for your 
continued generosity and support during 
this time of tragedy.  Mahalo!   

 

HEADQUARTERS NEWS-Personnel 
Rev. Bert Sumikawa was assigned to 

Moiliili Hongwanji as its Interim Minister 
as of March 1 in addition to his respons-
ibilities with the Kapolei Buddhist Sangha 
until the arrival of the new Resident 
Minister of Moiliili Hongwanji. 

Rev. Earl Ikeda, Resident Minister of 
Puna Hongwanji, will be assigned to 
Moiliili Hongwanji as its Resident Minister 
effective August 1st. Mrs. Yuka Takata, 
Secretary of Headquarters Bookstore, will 
resign as of June 15. Rev. Koho Takata, 
Executive Assistant to the Bishop, will 
resign from the Honpa Hongwanji Mission 
of Hawaii as of June 30 and transfer his 
ministry to the Buddhist Churches of 
America as of July 1. Rev. Yukiko 
Motoyoshi, Fuku-Rimban of Honpa 
Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin, will resign 
from the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of 
Hawaii as of June 30 and transfer to the 
BCA as of July 1.  She will also be relieved 
from PBA as its School Chaplain as of 
June 30. 

WHITE WAY RADIO 
BROADCAST 

Please tune in to Radio 
KZOO (1210AM dial) for Moiliili Hongwanji's 
White Way Radio Broadcast each Saturday 
from 7:45 – 8:00 AM.  Here is the upcoming 
schedule with speaker’s name followed by 
sponsor’s name:  
May 7: Rev. David Nakamoto (June 
Matsumoto, Jean Sato, and Karen Murakami) 
May 14: Rev. Yukiko Motoyoshi (Michael & 
Wendy Sorakubo)  
May 21: Mrs. Irene Nakamoto  
May 28: Rev. Earl Ikeda (Alice Shiroma) 
June 4: Rev. Tatsuo Muneto (A. Kawabata) 

Mahalo to our speakers, our sponsors and 
our volunteer staff for making this broadcast 
possible. The following dates: May 21, 
October 15 and November 12 are still open 
for sponsorship.  If you are interested, please 
call the temple office. The cost is $65. We 
have made the transition from cassette tapes 
to digital CD’s for submission to KZOO. Thank 
you to Eric Osaki, Rev.Tomo Hojo, Rev. Bert 
Sumikawa, Brent Ishii, and Susan Morishige 
for expediting this change.  

 
 

 
Thank you so much to those who helped 

on March 6 with the movement of many, 
many boxes and miscellaneous items as Rev. 
Matsumoto and his family moved from Moiliili 
to the Bishop’s residence located on the 
Hawaii Betsuin grounds. Temple members, 
Preschool staff, Headquarters staff, Scouts, 
and other helpers provided manpower for the 
move which was ably coordinated by Donna 
Higashi. 

Thank you to Wally Hironaka and Keith 
Hamao for installing a new air conditioner in 
the temple office and for doing many other 
jobs without any fanfare. Wally trimmed the 
kou tree in the back parking lot (what a big 
job), and Keith is installing improved lighting 
for the side parking area.  New Office 
Manager Brent Ishii is also pitching in to help.  
Additional help is always welcome for the 
many projects around the temple—please 
contact the temple office if you are able to 
lend a hand! 
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NEW MEMBERSHIP CARDS FOR 2011 
Starting last year December 2010, 

Moiliili Hongwanji members have been re-
newing their Gojikai membership for 
2011.  In  early January, a new member-
ship card was passed out with the new 
dues changes, the first time since 1994. 

 

Since then the office has been receiv-
ing cards and today approximately 70% 
of cards and membership dues have been 
returned.  Although the year is still 2011, 
and some members usually pay their dues 
later in the year,  we have decided to 
contact by phone all remaining members 
to ask for their cooperation to at least 
send back the new membership card.  In 
the process we have found about 20 
members with disconnected numbers.  
These individuals are receiving another 
reminder  letter with a note that if we 
don’t hear back from them by June 30th, 
their names will be dropped from our 
membership list.  We don’t want to drop 
our senior members just because they 
haven’t returned the card or paid any 
dues.  Our present policy is a member 
who is 80 years or older and who has paid 
dues for at least five years, may pay an 
amount of his/her choosing.  Just contact 
the office if you have questions. 

 

During this period, we would like to ac-
knowledge the following individuals who 
enclosed an additional  donation to the 
temple with their dues for 2011.  They 
are: Shunji and Jane Adachi, Ernest and 
Sumie Hashizume, Donna Higashi, Arnold 
Hori, Craig Kinoshita  and Patricia Nakaji, 
Sumiko Kodama, Yoshiko Maeda, Ethel 
Oda, Edwin Ogasawara, Lois Ohta, Joel 
Okazaki, Richard Ridao and Deborah Hi-
rose-Ridao, Janet Sato, Fumiko Scorby, 
Nancy and Roy Shimamoto, George and 
Sumie Sonoda, Katsumi Takahata, Sharen 
Uyeunten, Yayoi Wasa and Jeanne Watari.  
Thank you for your dana. 

Contributed by Donna Higashi 
 
 

NICHES AVAILABLE 
Our columbarium renovations 

completed in 1998 allowed us to have 
more niches available to Moiliili Hongwanji 
Members.  We have a limited number of 
smaller niches still available. The cost for 
the use of a small niche is $600. Any 
interested members should contact the 
temple office for more information or 
assistance. As a reminder the 
columbarium hours are from Monday 
through Friday from 8am till 3pm and on 
Saturday and Sunday from 8am till 1pm. 
If you would like to visit the columbarium 
outside these hours please contact the 
temple to make an appointment. Also we 
humbly request that you place your 
flower offerings near the altar rather than 
near the niches themselves please. Thank 
you very much! 
 
REROOFING OF ANNEX HALL 

During the Preschool Spring 
Break in March, the annex hall 
was re-roofed, so we should 
have no leaks for a long time.  
Mahalo to Building Chair Bert Ogasawara 
for coordinating this job.  
 
Malama I Na Kupuna  

Be on the look out for Generations 
newest cover girl MHM’s own Mrs. Shimeji 
Kanazawa. Some well deserved 
recognition for her tremendous efforts 
and achievements over the years.  
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HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Some ways to make good 
health habits better.   
  

From the August 2010 issue of 
Prevention Magazine. 
 

1) Take a nap to fight fatique at mid-
day.  But, before you close your eyes 
for a nap, have a cup of coffee.  It 
takes about 20 minutes for the caffeine 
to get into your blood stream.  So, if 
you take the 20 minutes nap at lunch 
hour, the stimulating effects of the 
caffeine will kick-in when you end your 
nap. "You'll be refreshed and alert 
because of the coffee," says James 
Maas, PhD., professor of psychology at 
Cornell Universtiy.  "If a nap is not 
possible," Professor Maas suggests, 
"close your eyes and lay your head on 
your desk or close your eyes and 
meditate." 

2) Brush your teeth after each meal to 
remove plaque.  But, wait one hour 
after meal before brushing.  The one 
hour allows your saliva a chance to 
wash away acid from foods and 
drinks that soften tooth enamel.  
Immediate brushing after meal may 
make teeth more sensitive and 
vulnerable to damage.  Also, rinse your 
mouth thoroughly with water or 
unsweetened tea after meal to dilute 
the acid.  Both green and black tea 
kills bacteria that cause tooth decay 
and bad breath; and are natural 
sources of protective fluoride.    

Contributed by Helen Y. Hamasu 
 

JUST MY TYPE 
We are in need of a good 

typewriter here in the office. 
If anyone has one or knows 
of a good typewriter that needs a home, 
please contact the office and we’ll be 
happy to adopt it.  

HAPPY STRUMMERS NEWS 
 

The Strummers have been 
called upon to strum a few tunes 
on May 12 at the Franciscan 
Adult Center. We have fond 
memories of Bishop Eric 
Matsumoto paying regular visits 
there for many years. 

The two songs we chose to 
play are “Nembutsu” and “You 
Are My Sunshine”. “You Are My Sunshine” 
is the old time favorite. It’s such a snappy 
tune that the residents can’t help but 
enjoy singing along. “All Life Is One”, a 
gatha by Lily Horio is temporarily on hold. 

On March 28th at Maunalani Rehab 
Center, Reverend Bert Sumikawa, Susan 
Morishige and Michi Motooka played 
“Softly Blew the Breezes” for the recent 
Hanamatsuri or Buddha Day celebration. 
The residents recognized the gatha, some 
singing quietly and others smiling to show 
their pleasure. 

The preschoolers will be strumming 
along with us to celebrate Mother’s Day 
on May 8th and likewise on June 11th for 
Father’s Day.  

The Strummers are delighted to 
welcome Alice Shiroma to the group. We 
have said many hellos and goodbyes over 
the past 20 years of strumming and are 
sad to say sayonara to Mrs. Tamayo 
Matsumoto. She has diligently 
participated with us and we want to say a 
warm mahalo to her and wish her the 
best in her new role. Much aloha to you! 

Contributed by Michi Motooka 
MHM MISSION STATEMENT 
“We want our temple to be a place where 
learning the Jodo Shinshu dharma 
meaningfully promotes growth and maturity 
resulting in a more cohesive and vibrant 
Sangha, the energy from which overflows 
into the community and beyond.” 
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 CHOIR NEWS 
Spring Ohigan was 

observed on March 13, and 
the choir was happy to 
perform two beautiful gathas 
“Overflowing Light” and “Amida Within My 
Heart” which are translations of the 
Japanese gathas “Hikari Afurete” and 
“Watashi no Naka ni”.  Some choir 
members also joined with the Hawaii 
Betsuin choir to sing at the Aloha Banquet 
for the retiring Bishop Thomas Okano on 
March 5, the Hawaii Buddhist Council 
Buddha Day Service at Jodo Misison on 
April 10, and the Welcome Banquet 
for Bishop Eric Matsumoto on April 22. 

In addition to gathas for the temple's 
major services, we are learning nostalgic 
and popular Japanese, Hawaiian and 
English melodies and are looking forward 
to sharing them in the near future.  Choir 
practices are on Monday evenings at 7:30 
PM, and we welcome you to join us! 

Contributed by Jeanne Watari 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DHARMA VIDEOS ON 
CHANNEL 52 
 

Beginning in May 2011 and 
only on the 1st and 3rd 
Saturdays of each month at 

GOING GREEN 
We at Moiliili Hongwanji Mission 
enjoy providing The White Way to 
our valued readers and hope you 
thoroughly enjoy receiving and 
perusing through it. To be respectful 
stewards of our environment 
however, we would like to ask that if 
you are not interested in continuing 
to receive The White Way or would 
prefer to receive it via email, please 
drop by or call us at the temple and 
let us know. You may also email me 
at Brent@moiliilihongwanji.org.  

7:00pm, a new video taped program (no 
reruns) on Shin Buddhism will be shown on 
Olelo - Channel 49.  

In addition, the programs will be shown on 
Sundays at 12:30pm (afternoons) on Channel 
49 for 4 Sundays of each month. There will 
be a mix of new programs and reruns at this 
time. May 1st will feature 2010 Summer 
Session speaker Rev. Toshikazu Arai. 

Special thanks to Noboru Taketa who has 
handled these telecasts for many many years. 
The new producer will be Wayde Toyama 
assisted by Grant Okazaki. 

The Shin Buddhism program is now 
available on demand at olelo.org. The latest 
programs that were aired are listed at that 
site.  

To access it, follow the directions as 
shared by Noboru Taketa (9/29/10) below:  
 

1. Go to www.olelo.org  

2. Click on Olelonet on Demand. Then wait. 
Sometimes you may have to wait a long 
time. It may take several minutes. 

3. Type in the block which reads "Search for 
OleloNet videos" 'Shin Buddhism' and click 
search. Then scroll down. 

4. Click "Video" on the line of the program 
you want to watch. 

5. Click on the "go" (the triangular) button. 
The program will start playing. 

6. If you want a bigger picture 
double click on the picture. 

 

Got Ideas?   
 

What would you like to 
see in The White Way? 
While many hands make up 
The White Way newsletter, 
ultimately it is your newsletter and we’d 
like to get some feedback as to what you 
would like to see in it. Please feel free to 
contact the office  and let us know. You 
c a n  a l s o  e m a i l 
Brent@moiliilihongwanji.org if it’s more 
convenient.   

http://www.olelo.org�
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Our sekihan was just delicious and our 
chili #1! Thank you to all for your 
enthusiastic effort which made our “Taste 
of Hongwanji” fundraising event a 
successful one.  Your quick response to a 
call for donations really helped keep 
expenditures down.  It was a lot of hard 
work over more than 2 days--planning 
and executing this fundraising effort.  

  

Here again was another “dream team” 
in action.  When things require a lot of 
work, it helps to enjoy the people we are 
working with! 

 

We gave $350 of our receipts to the 
Betsuin as a “thank you” for allowing us 
to participate in this bazaar.  The Betsuin 
in turn will give a portion of their total 
receipts up to $10,000 to the 2011 Japan 
Disaster Fund. 

  

A very special thank you to Osamu 
Kawabata for working hard to make the 
chili which sold out; to Patrick Komo for 
supporting the ladies in the kitchen with 
washing dishes and cleaning up; and to 
Mel and Ruth Takemoto for driving back 
and forth to the Betsuin to deliver the 
sekihan . 

 

On Sunday, April 24th, our BWA-
sponsored Eshinni/Kakushinni Day service 
was held with Mrs. Juliet Kono Lee as our 
speaker.  The service was followed by a 
general membership meeting and a 
relaxing bento lunch in the annex. 

 
 
 
 

Mark your calendars: 
Saturday, June 18th:  
Honolulu United’s Education 
Workshop: “Dharma Gifts” 
will be held at the Betsuin 
annex temple and social hall 
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.  

From May 12-23, twenty sangha 
members from Moiliili Hongwanji will be 
taking a pilgrimage to Honzan in Kyoto to 
attend the 750th Memorial Service for 
Shinran Shonin.  The women on this trip 
will also join other BWA members from 
Hawaii, Japan, BCA, and Canada for the 
14th World BWA Convention.  The group 
will stay in Kyoto for 5 nights and then 
continue on for another 5 nights and  tour 
areas in Fukui, Kanazawa, Takayama and 
Nagoya before returning home.  

Contributed by Lois Ohta 
 
 
 
 
Got time? 
It takes the effort of many to keep the 
temple’s wheels rolling. And while we 
have quite a few dedicated and hard 
working folks tending to things, we can 
always use more assistance. If you have 
the time and desire we would really 
appreciate volunteers to assist with 
various temple tasks. Please contact the 
office if you’d like to help out.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Floral Arrangements 
Reverend Sumikawa would like to 
acknowledge the beautiful floral altar 
arrangements created weekly by Michiko 
Okano and Liz Matsumoto.  Thank you 
also to Ann Nakata for the beautiful 
arrangement of the altar flowers for our 
major services. 

BUDDHIST WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION 

NEWS 
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PROJECT DANA 
NEWS        
  

Will It Ever Happen To Me? 
 

As we witness the disaster in Japan, we 
must ask ourselves how we would survive if 
placed in a similar situation.  Even if the 
magnitude were far less, are we prepared to 
cope with such an emergency? 

 

If we have to evacuate our homes, those 
who have prepared in advance will have a 
better chance of survival.  Here are some tips to 
get started: 

 

Emergency Plan 
 Family meeting place: pre-disaster and post- 

disaster 
 Emergency phone list: alternate contacts (in 

and out of state) doctors, vet, insurance 
agent, work, school, cellular and hangouts of 
family. 

 Designated shelter and alternates (addresses 
and phone #’s) 

 Discuss what to do before, during and after a 
disaster happens. 

 

Emergency Kit (Carry a mini kit in your car) 
 Plan for supplies for 72 hours and longer. 
  Water - 1 gallon per person per day 
 Food- non-perishable, high energy, ready to 

eat 
 Clothes- 1 change of clothes; jacket or 

blanket if needed 
 Portable equipment – cell phone, flashlight/

lanterns, radio, stove, batteries, sleeping bag, 
first aid kit, pet supplies, prescription 
medicines, tools and supplies and sanitation 
supplies.  

 

Emergency Shelter 
  Designate three possible shelters in the 

area.  Do they have room for pets?  
 Are you living in a tsunami evacuation or 

flood zone? 
 

Important Documents 
  Take important papers (identification, deeds, 

title, insurance, etc.) and some spare cash.  

Misc. information 
 Gas tank filled? 
 Primary radio station (i.e.Oahu – KSSK 590 

AM, KRTR 96.3 FM) 
 State Civil Defense (www.scdhawaii.gov) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteer Training Session: 
Fall Prevention 
 
Date: Saturday, July 9, 2011 
Time: 9:00 am – 11:00 am 
Place: Harris United Methodist Church 
 20 S. Vineyard Blvd 
 (Corner of Vineyard Blvd. & Nuuanu) 
 

Speakers: Joni Kamiya, O.T., and Mike Hirano, 
Home Safety Specialist 

 
Do you know someone who has fallen 

recently? Have you taken a tumble and gotten 
up hoping nobody saw you? Come to this 
session and learn about fall prevention thru 
exercise and awareness from Joni Kamiya, 
Occupational Therapist. She’ll “walk” us through 
exercises that are practical and strengthen our 
bones and bodies for fall prevention. Mike 
Hirano, Project Dana’s Home Safety Specialist, 
will address the important home safety and fall 
prevention issues along with recommendation 
and advice in making our homes safe.  

Call Project Dana at 945-3736 to register for 
this session.  We hope to see you there. Please 
be careful and don’t fall! 

Be Safe! Be Prepared! Workshop 
 

A most timely and relevant workshop 
sponsored by Project Dana at Hawaii 
Betsuin  will take place on Saturday, 
May 14, 2011 at 9:00 am entitled: 

 

 “Be Safe, Be Prepared: A Natural 
Disaster Safety and Readiness Guide 
for Seniors in Hawaii” 

 

    All who are interested, please sign 
up at the Hawaii Betsuin Office at 536-
7044 by May 8. Thank you Project Dana 
at Hawaii Betsuin for this invitation. 

http://www.scdhawaii.gov�
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  Receiving an Opportunity:  
   A request for assistance from 
   Japan via PBA 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In the fall of 2009, Ritsuko Ogawa, then a junior 
at Heian High School in Kyoto, Japan attended PBA 
for a semester as the first of many exchange students 
to travel and study between the two schools.  Ritsuko 
is now a senior at Hosei University in Tokyo study-
ing law.  When the March 11th earthquake struck, by 
chance she had just returned to Kyoto, where her 
family lives. 

 

In a 3/21/11 email to PBA, Ritsuko wrote about 
her experience during and after the earthquake and 
shared her thoughts about the ongoing events. 

 

When the earthquake and tsunami hap-
pened… 

I had just come back to Kyoto from Kanagawa. 
Here in Kyoto, we had a little quake. It happened 
about one minute, very slowly, and I felt like I was 
on a ship. And then, my oldest brother, who was in 
Tokyo, texted everyone in my family: “We had very 
big earthquake here. Is everyone ok?”  I wondered 
why he gave us such a message and I replied, “Here 
in Kyoto, we had very little quake but no problem.” I 
didn’t worry about the quake at the time because 
there are many earthquakes every year in Japan. 
Then, my younger sister, who is in Nara, called me. 
She said, “Watch the news on TV.  Something terri-
ble is happening.” I watched TV and I knew for the 
first time that a very, very big earthquake occurred in 
Tohoku and Kanto area.  

 

In order to provide the Kanto area with elec-
tricity and food…  

The government instituted a planned power out-
age. The outage confused many people and they 
bought lots of food and water, batteries and gasoline 
just in case. 

This caused the shortage of necessities in the 
stricken areas so the government told us not to buy 
necessities so much.  People in Tohoku and north 
Kanto are in a hard situation because there is a short-
age of food, water, and medical things. The region is 
still very, very cold. In addition to money, the Japa-
nese government is now allowing people to contrib-
ute some necessities through the local government. 

I think that Japanese people see this disaster 
as tragedy… 

But we also believe that we can overcome it to-
gether. I believe this disaster is our chance to do 
something for Japan as Japanese, to think about Ja-
pan and make a new Japan. We must not waste the 
death of the victims. We can make Japan a more 
wonderful country. So it’s time for Japanese to be 
together, I believe. 

\ 

In Japan, there have been so many natural disas-
ters since several thousands of years ago. The char-
acteristics of Japanese people to help each other and 
cooperate with each other was born out of the experi-
ence of natural disasters. We think it is “love” to 
save people who are in trouble and asking for help. 
Natural disasters cannot be predicted, so what can 
human beings do to save our lives?  We appreciate 
so much that many countries are helping us, and I 
will do anything I can for sufferers.  The situation is 
still before the level of revival.  Let’s not waste our 
experience. 
 

Please send monetary donations to: 
 
 
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of HI 
c/o Social Concerns Committee, 
2011 Japan Disaster Fund 
1727 Pali Highway  
Honolulu, HI 96813   
 
Support for PBA  
Cara Mazzei, PBA Director of Development 
 

Hawaii Community Foundation 
At the end of 2010 the Hawaii Community Founda-
tion awarded PBA a $40,000 grant to support the 
school’s development efforts. PBA is using the grant 
to launch a planned giving program and to create a 
video to share PBA's unique story.   
 

First Hawaiian Bank Foundation 
PBA has received a $50,000 grant from the First Ha-
waiian Bank Foundation, the charitable arm of First 
Hawaiian Bank, to support the construction of new 
classroom facilities.  The donation is one of the very 
first to PBA’s capital improvement project.  
 
To view photos and read articles about what’s hap-
pening at PBA, check out our WEBSITE at 
www.PacificBuddhistAcademy.org 

http://www.pacificbuddhistacademy.org�


 

 

 

 

 

 
  No Karate 
     7:30 PM - Choir Practice  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

   6:00 PM - Karate 
     7:30 PM - Choir Practice  
 
 
 

 

   

    The 14th World BWA  

    Convention at Pulse Plaza 

      In Kyoto, Japan 
 
 
 

   6:00 PM - Karate 
     7:30 PM - Choir Practice  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
   6:00 PM - Karate 
     7:30 PM - Choir Practice  
 
 

Memorial Day 
(Holiday) 

 
         
          

 
 
 

 

   6:00 PM - Karate 
   No Choir 

 

 

 

 
  9:15 AM - Preschool Keiki 
                  Service 
 
  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
  9:15 AM - Preschool Keiki 
                  Service 
 
  

 
     

  7:00 PM - Temple Board 

          Meeting 
 
 
  

   

  No Preschool Service 
 

 

      The 29th World Jodo 

      Shinshu Coordinating  

       Council Meeting at  

          Honzan 

   
 
 
  9:15 AM - Preschool 
          Graduation Practice          
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
    
 
 
   6:30 PM - HAIB meeting 

 
                                                                                                 
   9:00 AM -  English Service 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

            Mother’s Day    
 

   
   9:00 AM - English Service 
 
       Mother’s Day Brunch 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
   9:00 AM - English Service 

 

  
 
     

  The 750th Shinran Shonin’s 

   Memorial Service at Honzan 

 
 

 
 

 
 9:00 AM - English Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   9:00 AM - Gotane Service 
   Speaker: Rev. S. Makino 
 10:30 AM - Japanese Svc. 
   Speaker:  Rev. S. Makino 
 
 
  

               

         8:30 AM - Tai Chi 
 
 
 

 
 
     

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

     
                 8:30 AM - Tai Chi 
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 8:30 AM - Tai Chi 
 
    
           
 

      Shinran Shonin’s 
             Birthday 
             (Gotane) 
 
 
    
                 8:30 AM - Tai Chi 
    
  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

                  

 2010 Slogan: “Path of Entrusting: 

                         Listen & Reflect” 

Temple……..….949-1659 

Pre-School….....946-4416 

Project Dana…..945-3736 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 
 
 
 
   
   No Karate 
 
 
 
 
 
  10:00 AM - Franciscan 
                    Visitation  
 
    
 
  6:00 PM - Karate 
   
 
  
 
 
 
    
    

    
 
 
   6:00 PM - Karate 
 
 

       
   10:15 AM - Maunalani 
             Visitation  
 
 
 
 
   6:00 PM - Karate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 

  PBA Baccalaureate 
  Service 
  (Invitation Only) 
 
 
    
 
    
  
 

   PBA Commencement 
  Exercise  
   (Invitation Only) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   9:00 AM -  10:00 AM 
   Preschool  

   Graduation   
 
 

May 2011 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8  9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 

 

26 27 28 

29 30 31     

1
 

Boy’s Day 
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MHM DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS 
 

We are most fortunate that former 
ministers of Moiliili Hongwanji, Rev. 
Thomas Okano and Rev. Shigenori Makino 
have been our Dharma School speakers 
at the Sunday Service since Bishop 
Matsumoto has resumed his duties with 
the Hawaii Kyodan.  Their talks are 
genuine and can be easily understood by 
the students also.  On April 3rd, Rev. 
Okano shared that Buddha Day is one of 
the days that our State Legislature had 
designated as a “Holy Day” for Hawaii.  
Maybe one day it will be a “Holiday.” 
Offering of sweet tea was made to Baby 
Buddha in the beautiful Hanamido. 
 

Thanks to the MHM Dharma School 
teachers and friends (Lily, Ethel, Renee, 
Cynthia, Cyndi, Kathi, and Donna) and 
special helpers (Ariel & Elijah).  Dharma 
school students were joined by several 
MHM Preschool children and their parents 
for meaningful crafts and fun activities.  
But somehow the children still love to 
play on the Preschool Play Equipment. 
 

Please join us for the remaining Sunday 
services and Dharma School classes.  The 
schedule is posted on the website.  Don’t 
forget two most important days of the 
year:  Mother’s Day (May 8) and Father’s 
Day (June 19).  Say “I love you mom and 
dad.”  The refreshment hour will be very 
nourishing. 
 

Looking ahead, Student & Teacher 
Recognition as well as Honor the 
Graduates will take place on June 5; MHM 
Bon Dance on July 1-2; Summer Break 
will be from July 17 – August 20.  Our 
new resident minister, Rev. Earl Ikeda will 

 
greet us on August 21, 2011.  Join us at 
Moiliili Hongwanji. 

Contributed by Donna Higashi 
 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 
The Preschool has been 

busy preparing for our annual 
Spring Program that was be held  on Friday, 
April 15, 2011.  Graduation is right around the 
corner. My 4 year old classes are practicing 
really hard for this event. The children 
visited Kuakini Medical Center for their 
annual health fair on Thursday, April 28, 
2011. 

We are working really hard on enrollment 
for the Summer and for the up coming new 
school year!  Yes, we are still also working 
very hard on getting the preschool ready for 
its final inspection in June 2011. 

May everyone live in peace and tranquility. 
   In Gassho, 
Wendy C. Harman Director 
 

A good time was had by all who attended Bishop Matsumoto’s  
Investiture Banquet on April 22 

DR. Carl Becker was our guest speaker on March 20th. A copy of a 
letter he wrote to our temple can be found at moiliilihongwanji.org. 

http://www.moiliilihongwanji.org�
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Our interim resident minister Reverend Bert 
Sumikawa has recently received approval from 
Honzan to perform funeral ceremonies. We 
wish to thank Reverend Shigenori Makino, 
Reverend Tatsuo Muneto and Reverend Tho-
mas Okano for graciously supporting our tem-
ple. 
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