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    At the beginning of the new year, I would like to send you my greetings from Hongwanji in 

Kyoto.  

Last year was truly a difficult year. At first I had hoped that from April, we could conduct an 

exciting and lively memorial for Shinran Shonin, one which is observed only once every fifty 

years. However, the March disaster changed everything. Although I believe that the agony of 

the disaster -affected people goes beyond anything we can imagine, this catastrophe has 

brought me to ponder everyday about what we should do, what we can do, and what the future 

holds. The nuclear power plant accident, in particular, has caused tremendous difficulties for 

not only the victims in that area, but has also hindered the enthusiasm of people engaged in 

relief and restoration activities, as well as plunging the future of not only Japan, but also the 

entire planet into uncertainty and apprehension.  

At the same time, we are truly grateful for the monetary and material contributions for our 

relief efforts and condolences that the people throughout the world have been sending to Ja-

pan.  

It is easy to grasp the meaning of the sentence ñEverything is impermanent,ò but extremely 

difficult to accept the truth which it expresses. Being aware of the working of Amida Tatha-

gataôs wisdom and compassion could enable you to take a step forward in accepting and realiz-

ing this stark truth.                                                                                               (continued)  

Telephones  

Office: 949-1659 

Preschool: 946-4416 

Project Dana: 945-3736 
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Massive earthquakes and unsettling weather 

patterns that caused great famine had also 

taken place during Shinran Shoninôs time. It 

is certain that the teaching clarified by Shin-

ran Shonin, including shinjin , the heart en-

trusting to Other Power and our expression of 

gratitude as the Nembutsu, corresponds the 

experiences that he actually went through. In 

saying Namo Amida Butsu and following the 

path to the Pure Land where we can attain 

Buddhahood, we are able to find possibility of 

solving the issues lying deep in our minds, 

which cannot be resolved merely by our own 

attempts and efforts.    
   

  We saw a variety of aspects in the tsu-

nami disaster, namely, some past experi-

ences that were well -employed, while others 

were totally forgotten or ignored, and we 

were also faced with our excessive trust in 

scientific technology. How we should control 

our endless desire that we can never rid our-

selves of as long as we are foolish beings and 

how we can make use of our limited wisdom 

and capability are issues that I have accepted 

as our assignment for the new year. Keeping 

in mind that all life is embraced in the Light of 

Amida Tathagata, together, let us walk for-

ward.  
 

January 1, 2012  

         OHTANI Koshin     

    Monshu         

    Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji -ha  

 

A New Yearôs Greeting and  

Aspiration!  

I extend my most sincere best wishes to 

you for the New Year!  In the New Year, 
please know that truly we are never alone for 
Amida Buddha as the Name, Namo Amida 

Butsu, is always with us.  The Gomonshu Ko-
shin Ohtani in his book ñThe Buddhaôs Wish 
for the Worldò shares to people who say ñI 
am not able to say the Nembutsu naturally 
and spontaneously.  What can I do about it?ò  

 

ñI first suggestéto say the Nembutsu casu-
ally, as if they were simply saying, ñHello,ò to 
Amida Buddha.ò ñéthink that the heart of 
Amida Buddha is the heart to save all without 
exception.  This heart of Amida Buddha al-
ready exists in the depths of our own hearts.ò  
ñThen learn about Buddhism graduallyéò  
ñSomewhere along the way, you will discover 
the Nembutsu is more than just a word of 
greeting.ò  ñWhen you become a person who 
is able to say the Nembutsu that means you 
are a person who can sense the presence of 
Amida Buddha.ò ñWhen you become a person 
who senses the presence of Amida Buddha in 
your life, you will say the Nembutsu naturally 
and spontaneously.ò ñéAmida Buddha has 
been calling out to us from long before.  We 
are always Amida Buddhaôs deepest concern.  
When we realize that, we say, ñThank you,ò 
with a heart full of gratitude. That is Nem-
butsu.ò        

 

Our theme and slogan for 2012 is ñPath of 
Entrusting: Recite the Nembutsu.ò For me, 
the Nembutsu is the Nembutsu of Awareness 

in which one is aware of the immense Com-
passion that is Amida Buddha equally sur-

rounding all existence.  It is the Nembutsu of 
Joy in realizing that I too am unconditionally 

embraced by the Buddhaôs Great Compassion.  
And it is the Nembutsu of Gratitude in which 
reciting ñNamo Amida Butsu/I entrust myself 

to the Buddha of Immeasurable Life and Infi-
nite Lightò is a spontaneous expression of my 

gratitude for being promised Buddhahood/
Enlightenment by the Most -Compassionate 
Amida Buddha.    

 

It is with great anticipation that I greet 
the New Year in that we will be embarking on 
the implementation of Honpa Hongwanji Mis-

sion of Hawaiiôs Strategic Plan which ad-
dresses many of the challenges and issues we 

face like providing more support to temples 
and organizations, PR and Marketing, addi-
tional financial resources, ministerial training 

and including how we can more effectively, 
clearly and meaningfully share and express 

the Nembutsu Dharma.  I ask that you en-
courage family and invite friends to our tem-
ples to listen to the Dharma and may we be 

active in our community so all lives may be 
enriched by Wisdom and Compassion.            
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(Continued)  

Finally, together with expressing my ap-

preciation to both ministers and lay, I ask, 
evermore, for your support, cooperation, par-

ticipation and commitment as we continue to 
perpetuate the Buddhist Teachings and move 
towards becoming an even more open and 

harmonious Sangha that continues to make a 
difference in our local and world community.  

Thank you, Happy New Year and Namo Amida 
Butsu!     

 In Gassho, Eric Matsumoto Bishop  
 

PRESIDENTôS NEW YEARôS MESSAGE 
 

Aloha and best wishes for a happy and 

peaceful New Year!  2011 was a challenging 
year for Hawaii Kyodan.  While transitioning 

between our spiritual leaders, we participated 
in Shinran Shoninôs 750th  Memorial Service in 
Kyoto amidst the devastating earthquake and 

subsequent nuclear disaster.  These incidents 
demonstrated how interdependent we are 

even as far away as Japan.  It also made us 
realize how fortunate we are, even in this 
tough economic times.  Let us be grateful for 

all that our ancestors did for us and rededi-
cate ourselves to continue their legacy.  

 
The Bishopôs and my visitation of the dis-

tricts got off to a slow start as did the search 
for volunteers to serve on the various com-
mittees to develop action items for the imple-

mentation of the strategic plan.  Like a big 
ship, an organization with deep rooted tradi-

tions takes awhile to change directions.  But 
the ship is turning!  Over fifty volunteers of-
fered to work on the strategic planning com-

mittees.  About half of them are individuals 
who have not been actively involved at a 

state level.  These committees will help us 
prioritize the challenges we face in the areas 
of a) ministry, b) communications, c) organ-

izational structure, d) leadership, e) rituals & 
practices and f) finances.   
 

This is the start of a long process to attain 

our vision of our members regaining their 
pride in being a Buddhist and being dedicated 

and loyal to our temple and organization as 
did our ancestors generations ago.  Central to 
this process is the need to train our ministers 

and lay members to take a more active role 

and share their personal talents with our or-

ganization.  Donôt wait to be asked to help.  
Stand up and offer your expertise to your 

temple and Hawaii Kyodan.  
 

Let us be grateful for the teachings of 
Shinran Shonin which binds the Sangha to-

gether and at the same time recognize that 
we must meet the needs of our changing so-
ciety.  I would like to extend my heartfelt 

gratitude for your patience, understanding, 
cooperation and support.  Your participation 

is crucial in our leadership role for the inter-
national propagation of Jodo Shinshu.  
 

In Gassho,  

Alton H Miyamoto, President  
Hawaii Kyodan  

  

Akemashite Omedetoo gozaimasu!  
Saku nenjyu iroiro to osewa ni narimashita.  

Honnen mo doozo yoroshi  

Onegai mooshi agemasu.  
 

Happy New Year Everyone!  
 

We are truly indebted to all of you for 

your generous support during 2011.  May we 
again ask for your guidance during 2012.  

How quickly the New Year has arrived!  

When we pause for a moment to reflect upon 
the many events that took place, all seem like 

a dream.  As your new resident minister, I 
feel very privileged to have been selected to 
come to Moiliili Hongwanji.  In the past few 

months I have come to know some of you  
and your leadership and advice have become 

very important to my wife and me.  

Yes, Honolulu is different from our home 
in Hilo but the new challenges that we have 

and will encounter have and will help us to 
strengthen our indebtedness to Tathagata 

Amida Buddha.  The Buddhaôs boundless wis-
dom and compassion has helped us to grow 
and become an important part of you and city 

life.  

I always believe in the temples that I 

serve and take pride in what we have and will 
accomplish.  If youôve noticed, I used the 
word ñweò instead of I.  The strength of a 

temple or any organization is based upon the 
strength of its members.  Strength means our 

combined commitment and participation.  
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Ministers do periodically change but members 

generally do not.  Together, I would like to find 
a niche for everyone here, for I believe that 
everyone has something important to share.  

This means that each has a purpose for you are 
the life force/energy of this temple.  As mem-
bers of this Sangha, we also have the responsi-

bility to continue the great efforts of our forefa-
thers for generations to come.  

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii has 

made a master plan for our future.  The plan is 
basically divided into 3 groups:  Buddhist edu-
cation, propagation, and community.  The idea 

is to move forward together into the future with 
energy and purpose.  It is meant for all to real-
ize that we have a great treasure called the 

Dharma expressed through our teachings, Jodo 
Shinshu, and that we would also want the 
teachings to be here for future generations.  

This requires all of us to come together and 
contemplate our goals.  Each district is different 

in its needs and situation.  However the goals 
should still be the same:  for the betterment of 
all beings. This is the heart and mind of our 

Teachings as expressed in the compassionate 
vows of the Buddha and our spiritual founder 
Shinran Shonin. Further, we need to work 

closely together with our neighbors and sur-
rounding communities in a combined effort to 
make positive changes for everyone.  After 120 

years, we as a spiritual group need to recognize 
that we are part of a larger community and 
need to also take responsibility to connect and 

sustain each other.   
In todayôs world we see deterioration on all 

levels of life.  The family as the basic unit of life 

is not as close knit as before, the percentage of 
a successful marriage is only 40%, and the 
world is in constant crisis whether it be political, 

social, or environmental.  Where will we be in 
the next few years?  How sad that as superior 
beings with the ability to reason, we have for-

gotten basic principles pertaining to all life.  We 
have simply forgotten or taken for granted how 
to care for the things that we have and also for-

gotten gratitude.  The phrase ñthank you very 
muchò seem like empty words with no meaning 
behind them.  Are we only concerned with ñmyò 

personal feelings and happiness?  What about 
the many people and things that give meaning 
to our existence?  There is no separation be-

tween ourselves and others.  We are one and 
the same.  To hurt others is to hurt the self and 
to hurt the self is to hurt others.  Likewise, to 

give joy to others is to bring peace to the self.  

Our survival, life and everything else, is de-
pendent upon the mutual caring and sharing of 
things/matters which pertain to the basic truths 

of life.  Survival requires all to listen to each 
other, participation in problem identification, 
discussions, planning, and creating positive 

goals by not being critical of things that are dif-
ferent or not ñmy/our wayò.   

I see this quality and ability to create posi-

tive directions here at Moiliili Hongwanji.  I also 
believe that we can have a positive impact on 
and for our surrounding communities.  As we 

often say, ñThe past is the past.  We need to 
look into the futureò.  Let us all work together 
to build a stronger Sangha that will last for 

many more generations to come. I ask for your 
help to help each other make Moiliili Hongwanji 
Mission a positive example for others.  Through 

our combined efforts we will create a very dy-
namic Sangha.  
 

               Namo Amida Butsu  
 

 

A Special Mahalo  
 

To Members of our Sangha,  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank all of you who supported and so gener-
ously contributed to the ministersô peace walk 

which took place on December 8.  14 minis-
ters from the Honolulu and Oahu districts to-
gether with students and staff of the Pacific 

Buddhist Academy left Moiliili Hongwanji at 
about 6:45 am to begin a walk to promote 

universal peace.  The ministers recognized 
the efforts of Pacific Buddhist Academy as a 
school which promotes peace from a Buddhist 

point of view.  Your donations have been sent 
to the Pacific Buddhist Academy in support of 

its efforts to raise funds to begin construction 
on classrooms in possibly the coming year.  

 

A statement from Honpa Headquarters 

indicated that about $19,000 was collected. I 
thank you again for your support in our min-
isterial efforts to create awareness within our 

temple and Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Ha-
waii.  
 

In gassho,   
 

Earl M. Ikeda, Resident Minister  

Moiliili Hongwanji Mission   
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
g

a

(continued)  



5 JAN-FEB 2012  

 

THE WHITE WAY  

 (Shusho -e)  

 

 
 

 
MEMORIAL SERVICE SCHEDULE  

 

The year 2012 is the special memorial 
year for those who passed away in:  
 

 2011 ........... 1 year memorial  
 2010 ........... 3rd memorial service  

 2006 ........... 7th memorial service  
 2000 ......... 13th memorial service  

 1996éééé..17th memorial service 
 1988ééééé25th memorial service 

 1980 ......... 33rd memorial service  

 1963 ......... 50th memorial service  
 

The memorial service is a special op-

portunity to gather with family members 
in remembrance of your loved one and to 

listen to the words of the Dharma. If you 
would like to hold a memorial service in 

honor of your loved one, please call the  
temple office at 949 -1659 to make ar-

rangements. Arrangements for a service 
in your home may also be made.  

 

New Yearôs Day Service               
 

                        

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

DEEPEST SYMPATHY  

Moiliili Hongwanji Mission extends its 
deepest sympathy and condolences to the 

families of the following who have  

recently passed away:   
 

Mr. Neil Nakamura 58, Oct 23  

Mr. Hiroshi Kawamoto 92, Oct 28  

Mr. Masami Hara 97, Nov 3  

Mr. Albert Yasukochi 69, Nov 19  

Mrs. Patricia Onaka 77, Nov 29  

Mr. Ushio Tsukazaki 88, Dec 1  

Mrs. Edna Sodetani 98, Dec 2  

Mr. Raymond Eto 88, Dec 4  

Mr. Roy Sesoko 65, Dec 13  

Mrs. Jean Kawakami, 68 Dec 14  
  

May the Onembutsu provide solace to 

family members and friends during this 
time of sorrow.  
 

MOCHITSUKI ON  
JAN. 8  

Please join us on Sun-
day, January 8, for our 

annual  Mochi tsuki 
sponsored by the 

Dharma School PTA. 

T rad i t iona l  moch i 
pounding will be demonstrated as well as 

the use of modern mochi machines. Eve-
ryone is welcome to join the morning ser-

vice at 9:00 AM followed by the Mo-
chitsuki and experience making and eat-

ing the delicious treat.  

 
PROJECT DANA APPRECIATION SERVICE/

TURNING OF THE WHEEL OF DHARMA 
DAY 

Project Dana at Moiliili will observe its 
23rd Annual Volunteer Appreciation Ser-

vice on Sunday, January 29, at 9:00 AM . 
Rev.  Earl Ikeda will be the guest speaker. 

You are cordially invited.  

 

The White Way is the newsletter of the Moiliili Hongwanji 

Mission, 902 University Ave., Honolulu, HI  96826.  It is printed  

seven times a year in January, March, May, June, August, October 

Moiliili Hongwanjiôs New 

Yearôs Day Service will be 

held on Sunday, January 1 

at 10:00 AM. Please join 

us to greet the new year 

with family and friends of 

the Sangha. freshment will 

Refreshment will be served following the 

service.  
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SHINRAN SHONIN MEMORIAL DAY  
(HOONKO) SERVICES  

Moiliili Hongwanjiôs Hoonko Service, the 
memorial service for Shinran Shonin, will 

be held on Sunday, January 22, 2012 at 
9:00 AM. Rev. Earl Ikeda will be our 

speaker at our combined English and 
Japanese Service. Refreshment of zenzai 

and soba will be served following the ser-
vice. We hope you will all join us!  
 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING,  
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS &  

NEW YEARôS PARTY 
 

The 2012 New Yearôs Luncheon will be 
held at The Willows on Sunday, February 

12.  The day will begin with the 9:00 AM 
MHM service at which time new Sustain-

ing Members will be recognized. The An-
nual Membership Meeting will follow the 

service.  
 

9:00 AM Temple Service  

10:00 AM Annual Temple Membership 
Meeting, Election & Installation of Officers  

11:00 AM Registration at The Willows  
11:30 AM Opening Program and lucheon  

12:30 PM Program/Fun & Games/Door 
Prizes  

2:00 PM Aloha  
 

The cost for the luncheon will be $25 for 

adults, $10 for students 11 years to high 
school, and $5 for students 4 -10 years. 

(The Dharma School PTA is subsidizing 
students 4 years old to high school). Chil-

dren 3 and under are free. Letôs all join 
together to greet the Year of the Dragon. 

Please RSVP by January 30 with your res-

ervations.  
 

PARI-NIRVANA DAY ON FEB. 19  
Rev. Earl Ikeda  will be the speaker at our 

9:00 AM Service on Sunday, February 19.  
 

WHITE WAY RADIO SPONSOR NEEDED 
If you are interested in sponsoring Rev. Mu-
netoôs White Way Radio Dharma talk on June 2, 
please contact the office. 

NOTES FROM THE MINIS TER  
 

(all suggestions have been previ-
ously submitted to the Board of 

Directors for comments)  
 

Mrs. Michiko Okano has consented to 
teach ikebana here at Moiliili Hongwanji.  

Classes will be held on Thursday after-

noons beginning at 1:30 PM.  Weekly 
classes start on January 12. The cost is 

$20 per month.  Interested and first - time 
students are welcome.  
 

Weekday evening services will begin, 

twice a month on Wednesdays, in Febru-

ary.  Services begin at 6pm with reading 
classes to follow as an option.  
 

Mochi/manju and shojin ryoori classes will 

begin in March.  A set Saturday will be  
determined with classes alternating sub-

jects each month.  Please await further 
details.  
 

I am looking for persons interested in 
propagation and helping to organize an-

nual temple fun events.  If you have an 
interest in these areas or other areas, 

please call me at our temple office to dis-
cuss the matter.  
 

Reading and discussion sessions will begin 
in 2012.  ñTeachings of Buddhaò will be 

the first.  Starting date will be announced.  
  

Rev. Ikeda can be contacted by calling 

the temple office at 949 -1659    

TEMPLE CLEANUP MAHALO 
Thank you to members and 

friends for your help with the 
year -end temple cleanup on 

November 27. Approximately 
50 members helped give the 

temple a good cleaning. A 
special thank you goes to the 

BWA for preparing a delicious 
lunch and to Cleanup Chair  

Susan Morishige !  
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 While at home: 
 

1.  Review all financial statements you receive 
to see if there are any discrepancies. 
2. Strangers should not be allowed access into 
your home or the use of your phone. Tell them 
you will do the calling. 
3. Tell any inquiring person at your door that 
you do not answer any questions re: a survey or 
someone requesting personal confidential infor-
mation.  And you do NOT need the ñfree giftò. 

 
We hope these few tips from Mr. Ishikawa will help 
you protect your personal security. 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM PROJECT DANA 
The staff of Project Dana would like to take this op-
portunity to extend a most heartfelt thank you to ALL 
the volunteers for their DANA throughout the year. 
We hope you enjoyed the holidays and  are ready for 
2012, the Year of the Dragon.  Please know the frail 
homebound elders, family caregivers and disabled 
persons are most appreciative of your assistance 
offered them, thus allowing them to age in place. A 
big Mahalo to Advisory Council members and site 
leaders for their continued dedication and support.   
 
The following is a poem written by Acting Rimban 
Rev. Bruce Nakamura of Honpa Hongwanji Hilo Bet-
suin. It was adapted from the State Ministerôs Semi-
nar 2011 as a part of Dr. Naomi Moritaôs Lecture 
Presentation. This poem beautifully captures the 
Spirit of Dana demonstrated by all involved with The 
Project. 
 

Look At Yourself And Seeé 
Look at yourself and see. 

All thatôs needed is already there- 
Do all the good that you can; 

For all that you can; 
For as long as you cané 

 
This kindness of spirit 

is a goodness just as you are- 
So precious, it cannot be limited 
By suffering, pain or even death. 

 
You matter more deeply than you know, 

Go forth with all that you are and do. 
Take with you a courage and gratitude 

That do not belong, just to you. 
It will be all that is genuinely good, 

Beautiful and true. 
 

Namo Amida Butsu 

PROJECT DANA NEWS     

Your Invitation to 
Project Dana at Moiliili Hongwanji Missionôs 
23

rd
 Annual Volunteer Appreciation Service 

Please join us for this special service on Sunday, 
January 29, 2012 at 9:00 a.m. to say ñThank youò to 
the volunteers of Project Dana at Moiliili Hongwanji 
Mission for their continued dedication and support 
over the past 23 years. Rev. Earl Ikeda, Resident 
Minister will speak on ñThe Spirit of Danaò.   
 
Announcements with details of this service will be 
sent out and available at the temple.  We hope to 
see everybody there. 
 
Welcome To Myra Ikeda 
Congratulations to Myra Ikeda who joined Project 
Dana at Moiliili Hongwanji Mission as the Assistant 
Administrator effective November.  She served as 
Project Danaôs Hawaii Island Coordinator since 2007 
and Myra is the wife of Rev. Earl Ikeda, Resident 
Minister of Moiliili Hongwanji Mission. 
 
Myraôs expertise in her many years of work with a 
vast array of non profits will enable her to assist Pro-
ject Dana to continue being a dynamic organization.  
Welcome Myra! 
 
Note: Since November Jan Nakamura and Helen 
Shirota Benevides serve as Hawaii Island Coordina-
tors for Project Dana.  Congratulations to Jan and 
Helen! 
 
Be Aware! Donôt Be A Victim 
Personal Security is a concern especially amongst 
our elderly population.  Fraudulent activities and 
scams continue to make our elderly vulnerable to 
these situations.  Brian Ishikawa (Senior Vice Presi-
dent and Director of Corporate Security for Bank of 
Hawaii) shared tips to help reduce financial abuse. 
 
     Whenever you leave your home: 

1.  A shoulder strap bag or purse is recom-
mended to reduce your risk of purse snatch-
ing. 

2. Place only a small amount of cash in your 
pocket to adequately pay for your purchases 
including leaving of tip or paying for taxi fare.  
This way you only spend what you need and 
not have to worry about misplacing your wal-
let, charge card or loose change. 

3. Walking in the middle of the sidewalk (where 
possible) provides a safe thorough fare from 
open doors and away from the street curb. 
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Contributed by Lois Ohta  

 
 

November 6 :  BWA hosted the Fall 
Hoonko Service and followed it with a 

general membership meeting and election 
and installation of officers for 2012.  We 

look forward to another fun, productive 
year for the BWA under the guidance of 

these officers:  
 

PRESIDENT:    Lois Ohta  

PAST PRESIDENT:  Jeanne Watari  

1ST VICE-PRESIDENT:  Nancy Hironaka  

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT:  Joy Fujita  

3RD VICE-PRESIDENT:  Cyndi Osajima  

RECORDING SECRETARY:  Jean Sato  

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY:  Anne Kawabata  

TREASURER:  Alice Shiroma  

ASSISTANT TREASURER:  Irene Nitta  

AUDITORS:   Grace Yamamoto (Head)  

   Carol Kawaguchi  

   Wendy Nakanishi  

   Shuku Najita  

    Sumie Sonoda  
 

We are grateful to have two new ladies 

serving on the Board this year:  Joy Fujita 
as 2nd VP and Jean Sato as recording 

secretary.  
 

November 27 ï December 4  ï Working 

with Hawaii Betsuin, Jikoen, and Kailua, 
some BWA ladies helped with FAMILY 

PROMISE, a Honolulu District project to 
help homeless families in transition.  

Moiliili Hongwanji provided 24 volunteers 
who helped make 4 meals, set up the 

facility for sleeping, cleaning up after the 

families left and doing the laundry for all 
the linens and blankets used for the 1 

week stay.  A big MAHALO to all those 
who participated in this round and for 

making a difference to help needy 
families.  Thank you also to Reverend Earl 

and Susan Morishige for sleeping over at 
Jikoen and staying on -site for the families 

in the event of an emergency.  The 
success of a program like Family Promise 

is dependent on volunteers.  We hope 
more of Moiliiliôs sangha will participate in 

the next round which will be sometime in 
the Spring of 2012 at a Hawaii Betsuin 

site.  Moiliili may host in the summer 
depending on an evaluation of our facility 

by Family Promise leaders.  
 

November 27  ï 21 energetic ladies came 

forth to help on temple clean -up day!  1/3 
of those who came out are 80 years of 

age and over, but they enthusiastically 
straightened up, culled out, wiped and 

polished in the kitchen and the annex.  

Some also cooked the lunch for all the 
other hard workers on clean -up day.  We 

served 30 people a yummy lunch of 
hamburger stew, rice, fruits and dessert.  
 

Being part of an organization like the 
BWA keeps one healthy, productive and 

socially engaged.  Come out and join us 
for fun fellowship and at the same time, 

support Moiliili Hongwanji!  
 

Mark your calendars!!!  
 

Saturday, January 14  ï Board meeting for 
officers and directors to plan the calendar 

for 2012.  Meeting will starts at 1 p.m. in 

the temple annex.  
 

 Saturday, January 21  at 9 a.m. we will 

be prepping otoki  that will be served at 
the Hoonko service.  
 

Sunday, February 5  ï Our first General 
Membership Meeting for 2012!  
 

Thank you ladies for all your efforts to 
make this past year, 2011, a special and 

productive one.  I continue to be grateful 
for all your support and enthusiasm and 

look forward to another great year in 
2012.  Ban, ban -zai to all of you!  Stay 

healthy and wishing you all the best for 

the new year!  
 

In gassho,  

BUDDHIST WOMENôS ASSOCIATION 

NEWS 
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DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS  
By Donna Higashi  

 

Donôt forget to join us at the Preschool 

courtyard and Hongwanji annex for our 
Annual Mochitsuki on January 8 th  following 
the regular morning service.  The traditional 

pounding demonstration (usu and kine) as 
well as making mochi using the modern 

machines will be shown.  Learn to mold the 
soft mochi and add azuki ñanò and peanut 
butter in the center.  Enjoy eating the 

delicious treat.  Families are asked to 
volunteer by bringing additional snacks for 

refreshments.   
 

Dharma School and Preschool families are 
asked to save the date, Sunday, February 26, 

2012.  The Honolulu Hongwanji Dharma 
School Teacherôs Association (HHDSTA) is 
planning a group session called ñPlayful 

Percussions.ò  This fun activity, using fun 
percussion instruments (drums, cymbals, 

bells, etc.) will follow a joint Sunday service 
at 9:00 am at the Hawaii Betsuin Annex.  
Please join the students from Hawaii Betsuin, 

Jikoen and Moiliili Hongwanjis.  Register with 
Moiliili Dharma School in early February.  

 

FAMILY PROMISE II  
By Rona Fukumoto & Donna Higashi  

 

Once again, we wish to thank the many MHM 
volunteers (28 including 5 children) who 

participated during the week of November 27 
to December 4 at Jikoen Hongwanji Social 

Hall for Family Promise II.  We helped with 
the setup and take down of the lodging 

bedding along with Jikoen, Kailua and Hawaii 
Betsuin members, prepared and hosted 2 
dinners and 2 breakfasts, provided 2 

members who slept over and washed some 
laundry too.   
 

The monetary expense was covered by the 

generous donations received during our first 
hosting in August.  We welcome any new 

MHM volunteers to participate in this 
worthwhile project to help a small group of 
homeless families.  We are making a 

difference in the lives of the children 
especially. Tentatively, Family Promise III is 

scheduled for February 19 ï 26 at Hawaii 
Betsuin.  

 

   

  

HEADQUARTERS NEWS  
CONDOLENCES 
Mr. Charles Mitsuru Saiki, a member of Kapaa 
Hongwanji Mission, passed away on Novem-

ber 11, 2011. Mr. Saiki served Kapaa Hong-
wanji as its President from 1990 to 1991 and 
as a Director for many years. He contributed 

greatly to Kapaa Hongwanji with active lead-
ership and through working on various activi-

ties such as the Senior Buddhist Association, 
Bon Dance Committee, Fundraising, Yard 

Camp etc. Mr. Saikiôs Funeral Service, offici-

ated by Reverend Kazunori Takahashi, was 
held on November 26, 2011. Ingo, MAN -

TOKU-IN, which means ñthe one abounding 
with virtueò, was presented by Bishop Eric 

Matsumoto.  

Mr. Shintaro Higa, a member of Honomu 
Hongwanji Mission, passed away on Novem-

ber 30, 2011. Mr. Higa was a member of 
Honomu Hongwanji Mission for over 65 years 

and served as its Kyodan President for 2 
years. He was a very active member not only 
attending all of the major services but also 

his physical assistance with many of the ma-

jor projects. Mr. Higaôs Funeral Service, offici-

ated by Reverend Mariko Nishiyama, was held 
on December 18, 2011. Ingo, GU -ZEI - IN, 

which means ñone who heard the Universal 
Vow of Amida Buddhaò, was presented by 
Bishop Eric Matsumoto.  

JAPAN DISASTER RELIEF FUND REPORT  
Total Donation received: $241,410.13 Dona-

tion was made to: Honzan ($95,070.00) and 
Japan - Amer ica Soc iety o f  Hawai i 
($95,000.00) The remaining balance will also 

be donated to the above -mentioned organiza-
tions soon. Thank you very much everyone 

for your donation.  

YESS CAMP 29 ñSHINSHU HAPPENSò 
Who: Those interested in Jodo Shinshu Bud-
dhism ages from 8th grade to 23 years old  
What: A camp for Young Buddhists interested 

and excited to learn about Buddhism as well 
as a little about themselves.  

Where: Camp Kokokahi, Oahu  
When: March 24 -26, 2012  
How: Visit our website at www.tiny.cc/

yesscamp or e -mail youth@honpahi.org  
Why: Because it will be a fun and memorable 

experience!  

 



10  JAN-FEB 2012  

 

THE WHITE WAY  

LIVING TREASURES OF HAWAIôI 

RECOGNITION  
The 37th Annual Living Treasures of Hawaiôi 

Recognition Ceremony will be held in 
conjunction with the 100th Legislative 
Assemblyôs Aloha Luncheon to be held on 

February 4, 2012. We will be honoring Goro 
Arakawa, Dr. Ben Finney, Barbara Kawakami, 

Gordon Mark and Lynette Paglinawan. Please 
help us to spread the word to others that may 
want share this moment with the honorees. 

Reservation forms are available at the 

Headquarters of fice and has been posted on 

the Honpa Hongwanji website.  
PBA NewsðBodhi Day Walk for Peace  

On Thursday, December 8, 2011, Oahu and 
Honolulu District ministers along with Rev. 
Bruce Nakamura from Hilo Betsuin were 

joined by students, faculty and staff from the 

Pacific Buddhist Academy in the ñBodhi Day 
Walk for Peaceò and raised over $20,000 in 
pledges toward the construction of new 

classroom facilities for the school. This 
symbolic pilgrimage spanning over five miles 
began at Moiliili Hongwanji and ended at 

Jikoen Hongwanji. The walkers gathered in 
the Hondo of Moiliili Hongwanji at 6:30 am for 

a short service in gratitude and remembrance 
of the Great Enlightenment of Shakyamumi 
Buddha and then set off on their journey. The 

group stopped for a short rest at Hawaii 
Betsuin and then continued onto Jikoen 

Hongwanji where they were greeted by 
cheering students from Lumbini Preschool and 
members of Jikoen. Along the route, the 

walkers were also treated to ice cold water 
handed out by members of the Okinawan club 

of Lanakila Senior Center.  
In addition to raising funds for the capital 
campaign, the walk proved to be an uplifting 

and memorable experience for all who 
participated and deepened bonds of 

fellowship between our ministers and the PBA 
Ohana. The dedication and faith that the 
ministers have in the future of PBA is truly 

inspirational. The Capital Campaign is 
ongoing and the school has reached 70% of 

our $5 Million goal. Your continued support is 
necessary to ensure a bright future for the 

only Shin Buddhist high school in America.  
 

 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
Aloha and best wishes for a happy, healthy and 

prosperous New Year!  As we begin 2012, let us 
take a moment to reflect on the past year and take 
the lessons we learned into the year that is to come.  
Every challenge we face is an opportunity to learn 
and to grow in the Dharma.  Our Sangha faced many 
challenges over the past year and I believe we have 
grown from these experiences.  This year will pro-
vide us with new opportunities to strengthen our 
bonds of fellowship and to deepen our appreciation 
for the Dharma in our lives. 

 
I want to thank the hardworking and dedicated 

Officers, Directors, Committee Chairs, Office Staff 
and volunteers who keep our temple running strong.  
Your active participation in temple activities is the 
key to our success and future growth.  My hope for 
this year is for us to share the same vision of Moiliili 
Hongwanji as a place of spiritual comfort and learn-
ing that enriches and changes lives.  Everything we 
do should be focused on this shared vision and in-
spired by the Dharma.  We must remember our ba-
sic teaching that the only permanent thing in life is 
change and that what matters most is what we do 
with the time that we have. 

 
I hope this year will also provide each of us an 

opportunity to become more mindful of our own hu-
manity and our own ego-selves.   In doing so, I hope 
we can better learn to listen to each other with open 
minds and hearts and to be more flexible in over-
coming the challenges we face.  Our Sangha has 
come a long way in the past few years but we still 
have a long journey ahead of us.  The future of our 
temple is in our hands and we need to work together 
to ensure that this place we all love continues into 
the future. 

 
I believe we have made difficult yet necessary 

reforms and have begun innovative projects that will 
improve our temple in both the short and long term.  
I hope to continue the work we have started and lay 
the groundwork from which to build our future.  I 
want to especially encourage those members who 
have not taken an active leadership role in the past 
or who have taken a break to please consider shar-
ing your skills, talents and fresh ideas with us to im-
prove our temple.  I know we all share a deep affec-
tion for this temple and I humbly ask for your contin-
ued participation and support throughout the year.  
Namo Amida Butsu. 
 
In Gassho, 
Blayne Higa 
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PRESCHOOL NEWS  
 

Happy Holiday Season to Everyone!  
 

This is the time of the year when Family 
and Friends come together to help each other 

out and to celebrate the joy of being thankful 
and fortunate for all that we have.  We think 
and remember those that have given their 

lives so that we may have peace and tranquil-
ity and live in a safe and nurturing environ-

ment.  

The preschool is holding our  annual Food 
Drive to support the Hawaii Food Bank. My 

teachers are busy getting ready with their lit-
tle elves hard at work for our annual Winter 

Program, which will be held on Friday, De-
cember 16, 2011.   The Preschool will be 
closed from December 19 and we will all re-

turn on Tuesday, January 3, 2012.  

In looking back the Preschool has gone 

and is still going through many changes.  We 
have accomplished a lot in the past year.  

I would like to thank my staff for all of 
their hard work and support this past year. 
Without Mrs. Linda Nagata, Mrs. Jan Kuniyuki, 

Mrs. Cori Uwaine, Mrs. Joy Menor, Mrs. Henri-
etta  Samori, Ms. Melissa Yoneshige, Mrs. Lois 

Lau, Ms. Sharleigh Kaneshiro  and Ms. 
Meghan Nojima, I would not be able to do 
what I do successfully in being in charge of 

Moiliili Hongwanji Preschool.  

Thank you very much to all of my Par-

ents, Grandparents, Uncles, Aunties and 
Friends  for their continued support through-
out the coming years.  

Thank you to all of my wonderful children 
who bring sunshine and laughter to our pre-

school. Every morning when I make my 
rounds the children always ask me, "How are 
you today Ms. Wendy?ò I love each and eve-

ryone of them as if they were my very own.  
I would like to also thank my daughter 

Alexandrianna who puts up with me on a daily 
basis in all of the things that I do.  I would 
like to also thank my husband who is sta-

tioned in Kodiak, Alaska for protecting our 
country so that we can live a safe and normal 

life.  
 

Have a Very Merry Christmas and a Safe and 
Happy New Year!  
 

                             In Gassho,   Wendy Harman  

WHITE WAY RADIO BROADCAST  
Please tune in to Radio KZOO (1210AM 

dial) for Moiliili Hongwanji's White Way 
Radio Broadcast each Saturday  from 7:45 ï 

8:00 AM .  Here is the upcoming schedule 
with speakerôs name followed by sponsorôs 

name:  
  

Jan 14: Rev. Earl Ikeda (Mrs. Shizue 

Okamura)  

Jan 21: Mr. Alton Miyaamoto (June 

Matsumoto, Jean Sato & Karen Murakami)  

Jan. 28: Rev. Yuika Hasebe (Mrs. Shigeko 

Yoshimura)  

Feb 4: Rev. Shigenori Makino (Mrs. Pearl 

Miyasaki)  

Feb 11: Rev. Yoshiaki Fujitani (Mrs. Michiko 

Morikubo)  

Feb 18: Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani (Renee 

Kaneshiro & Pamela Uyeda)  

Feb 25: Rev. Shigeaki Fujitani (Mr. & Mrs. 

Michael Sorakubo)  

March 3: Rev. David Fujimoto (Mrs. Shimeji 

Kanazawa)  
 

Mahalo to our speakers, our sponsors 
and our volunteer staff for making this 

broadcast possible.  
 

JODO SHINSHU CORRESPONDENCE 

COURSE 
 

Enrollment is now open for the Spring 2012 

Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course. This 

valuable course is limited to the first 20 

students so sign up now! Brochures are 

available at the temple or on our website. 

You can also contact Buddhist Churches of 

America directly at 510 -809 -1441 or email 

them at jscc@cbebca.org . 

 

 

 

 

 

MHM MISSION STATEMENT  

ñWe want our temple to be a place where 

learning the Jodo Shinshu dharma 
meaningfully promotes growth and maturity 
resulting in a more cohesive and vibrant 

Sangha, the energy from which overflows 
into the community and beyond.ò 

mailto:jscc@cbebca.org?subject=Spring%202012%20Jodo%20Shinshu%20Correspondence%20Course
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 HEALTH & WELLNESS 
 by Helen Y. Hamasu   

 

Happy New Year to all and 
may you enjoy good health for 

the whole year!  
  

In the November 2011 issue 
of Health  magazine, Jeannette Moniger listed 

five (5) ways to free yourself from the 
seasonal sniffles, coughs and ache - feeling.  

  

1.   Did you get your flu shot yet?   Get it 
as soon as possible!  

  

2.   Get fresh air and avoid those with cold 
symptoms, to the extent possible.   The cold 
virus droplets of other people hangs around 

longer due to  the dry air indoors.   The fresh 
air boosts your immunity as you take a stroll 

outdoors for 20 -  30 minutes.   
  

3.   Relaxation fights off colds.   Stress 

from increased seasonal activities releases 
stress hormones which impedes disease 
fighting molecules in your immune 

system.   When you are stressed, exercise, 
and remember to eat well and get ample 

sleep.  
  

4.   Wash your hands with soap from a 

hands - free dispenser for a minimum of 20 
seconds of lathering.   Ms. Moniger says over 
use of antibacterial soap may cause 

antibacterial resistant germs.   Dry your 
hands thoroughly.   Wet hands spread germs 

more than dry hands.  
  

5.   Main thing is to get a good night 
rest!   Leave a pencil and pad beside your 

bed, and whenever  you have  many  "to 
do"  things in your mind, jot them 

down.   You'll be surprised how quickly it 
relieves your mind!  

  

Finally, like the wonderful song, "Smile 
awhile and give your face a rest," try smiling 
more in your waking hours.   It may have a 

mutually beneficial  effect.   You'll feel less 
stressed and more relaxed and the  person/
s who sees your smile,  may feel the same 
way.   

  

    H    PPY STRUMMERS NEWS 

 

Some time ago there was a photo in the 
Star Advertiser showing ladies from Japan 

smilingly holding their ukuleles. They were 
part of a large group of Strummers who 

played at the Shell trying to outdo a group of 
1,547 players of Sweden, for a world record. 

Jake Shimabukuro was on hand offering 
encouragement to the group. Although 
Hawaiiôs 1,056 Strummers couldnôt out do the 

Swedeôs number, the comment ñHawaii has a 
lot more heartò more than made up for it. 

 

Speaking of heart, the Happy Strummers 
wholeheartedly welcomed the Sangha 
Strummers of Wahiawa Hongwanji to Moiliili 

Hongwanji. To avoid the APEC traffic they 
arrived early for the get together. Most of the 

gathering was spent strumming our favorite 
songs. What a gathering it was.  

 

The three songs we played in the temple 

was just the beginning. After the service we 
gathered in the Annex Hall for lunch. There 

was a huge dish of chicken, a colorful platter 
of vegetables, all sorts of rice and other side 
dishes, noodles and desserts provided by the 

Sangha friends. A big mahalo to the Sunday 
refreshment group for their kokua in making 

it a wonderful gathering.  
 

The 14 Sangha Strummers and Happy 
Strummers played song after song. Rev. 

Ikeda also joined in with the sweet sound of 
his Okinawan flute.  

 

Many thanks go to Alice Shiroma who was 
the MC for the special service and Edgar 

Hamasu who did a great job handling the 
entertainment in the Annex Hall. We thanked 
Rev. Ikeda for the sekihan lunch box he 

offered to the Sangha Strummers. We canôt 
thank the Sangha Strummers  enough for 

their generosity towards Moiliili Hongwanji .  
 

The Sangha Strummers departed wearing 

their butterfly ornamented ti leaf leis. We 

offered them a warm mahalo and safe driving 

on their journey back home.  

By Michi Motooka  
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NICHES AVAILABLE  
Our columbarium renovations com-

pleted in 1998 allowed us to have more 

niches available to Moiliili Hongwanji 
members. We have a limited number of 

smaller niches still available. The cost for 
the use of a small niche is $600. Any in-

terested members should contact the 
temple office for more information or as-

sistance. As a reminder the columbarium 
hours are from Monday through Friday 

from 8 AM till 4:30 PM and on Saturday 
and Sunday from 8 AM till 1 PM. If you 

would like to visit the columbarium out-

side these hours please contact the tem-
ple to make an appointment. Also we 

humbly request that you place your 
flower offerings near the altar rather than 

near the niches themselves. Thank you 
very much!  

GOT TIME?  
It takes the effort of many to keep the 

templeôs wheels rolling. And while we 

have quite a few dedicated and hard 
working folks tending to things, we can 

always use more assistance. If you have 
the time and desire we would really ap-

preciate volunteers to assist with various 
temple tasks. Please contact the office if 

youôd like to help out.  
 
 
 

 
We can never say enough about the in-

credible amount of talented volunteers we 

have here at MHM. From our Board of Direc-
tors, Committee Chairs and members, to the 

many dedicated individuals that take care of 
innumerable temple tasks we offer you a 
heartfelt mahalo for your tremendous contri-

butions. This issue weôd like to especially rec-
ognize the members of our HOSHA crew who 

keep our temple in tip top shape week after 
week. The temple doesnôt clean itself and 
these folks work very hard to keep the temple 

clean and looking great. Thank them when 
you see them!  

2011 -2012 Social Concerns Fund 
Drive  

In November we celebrate the important 
holidays of Thanksgiving and Eitaikyo.  Both re-

mind us to be mindful of the countless blessings 
in our lives and how we live connected to each 
other and to the world around us.  It is in this 

spirit of gratitude that we begin our Annual So-
cial Concerns Fund Drive.   
 

The generous contributions from Sangha 
members provides the Honpa Hongwanji Mis-

sion of Hawaii the ability to support worthy or-
ganizations and programs with funding to con-
tinue their work in our community and to pro-

vide compassionate action during times of dis-
aster.  This year, because of your past contribu-
tions, we were able to respond immediately in 

the wake of the devastating earthquake and 
tsunami in Japan by sending $10,000 to Honzan 
for relief efforts.  Your contributions will also 

allow the Committee on Social Concerns to plan 
for future programs related to social issues af-
fecting our community.   
 

Because of your commitment to promoting 
the Buddhist values of compassion and loving -

kindness we were able to continue lending our 
support to such organizations as Project Dana 
(headquarters and statewide units), The Inter-

faith Alliance of Hawaii, and the various food 
banks across Hawaii.  Because of your kokua 

over the years, we have also been able to help 
with recovery efforts after natural disasters and 
assist members of our Sangha affected by mis-

fortune and other emergency situations.  We 
have also been able to establish the Golden 
Chain Grant program that promotes compas-

sionate action through service to others in our 
community.  Your generosity directly helps 
those in need and promotes a more humane 

world.   
 

Your continued support is greatly appreci-

ated.  Please make all checks payable to Moiliili 
Hongwanji.  The suggested donation is the cost 
of just one meal per person.  Any donation you 

are able to give will make a difference in the 
lives of others.  Your help is needed to continue 
our mission of sharing the Dharma through 

compassionate action.  Mahalo!   
 

In Gassho,  
 

Blayne Higa, Chair  

Committee on Social Concerns  

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii  
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WE  GOT COMPUTERS ! 

We would like to offer a heartfelt thank 

you to the generous donors of personal 
computers for our PC Lab here at MHM:  

 
Joy and Kiyoto Fujita  

Jim and Sandra Gillespie  

Eugene Makino  
JoAnn and Drew Nakamura  

 
Your generosity is allowing individuals the 

opportunity to experience personal com-
puting and also allow them to share their 

wisdom and knowledge with many others.  
 

Arigato gozaimasu!  

Aloha Albert 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Our long time member and volunteer 
Albert Yasukochi has left us but will cer-

tainly not be forgotten.  He will always be 
remembered for his smile and dedication 

to his faith.  

òShaku Bishoó 
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Thanks to Francis Okano for assisting  
on short notice  

THE WHITE WAY  16 JAN-FEB  2012  

Congratulations Marcie Nakamae & 
Carlin Ventura!  



17  JAN-FEB 2012  

 

THE WHITE WAY  

Wahiawa Hongwanji Bus Trip/Tour  

Temple Clean -Up 

Temple Visioning  

See The Lights  


