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Becoming A More Dharma-centered Organization
2017 Legislative Assembly Special Presentation By Bishop Eric Matsumoto
Today, I would like to share what I see as the general solution to most, if not
all, of our challenges. We must become an even more Dharma-centered Sangha!
The answer may sound too simplistic, but I ask you to recall the words of Rennyo
Shonin when he said, “…even as one person awakens to Shinjin (or True Entrusting),
this…is true prosperity in the deepest sense of the word.” It is my conclusion is that it
is the Dharma that will save us, both as individual persons and as an organization. The
two key words are Dharma and Sangha. Or if you wish, the three key words-the
Buddha, Dharma and Sangha, the Three Treasures. There is a reason why we start all
our meetings with the recitation of the Three Treasures, but maybe, just maybe, the
recitation of the 3 Treasures has become a mere ritual and lost its impact. It is time to
re-emphasize the importance of that recitation. We, the Sangha, must live the
Dharma as shared by the Buddha. I would say, if we cannot become this truly
Dharma-centered organization/Sangha, we have no hope and our days in Hawaii are
certainly numbered.
As I reflect on the history of our Hongwanji organization, “What
magnetically drew people to Hongwanji?” It was the equality and inclusiveness emphasized by Jodo Shinshu and
also exhibited by Jodo Shin Followers beginning with Shinran Shonin and people like Rennyo Shonin. As we
know, in Jodo Shinshu, we are all equal before Amida Buddha. In hierarchical Japan for especially the common people,
the masses, this was a powerful impetus for people to support/join the Hongwanji. Listening to Jodo Shinshu Dharma
Talks gave people a sense of worth and value. The message was you mattered. You are important. You are included in the
embrace of Great Compassion!
What should not be overlooked is that it was not only the message, but when people came to Hongwanji or Jodo
Shinshu that is what they were able to experience. There many stories or accounts of how Rennyo Shonin received people
that came to see him. The Spirit of Sangha was strong. In Hawaii, we might say the spirit of Ohana prevailed. The sense
of community was strong in Jodo Shinshu. This sense of community/Sangha, I believe, is the key to our future. And for
this reason, we are also trying to identify what are our community values as a Jodo Shinshu Sangha. People, of any age,
are looking for a place to belong-a place where they are respected, appreciated, safe and feel welcomed. Are we
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such a Sangha? Do we make people who come to temple feel that way? Let us self-reflect, another important Buddhist
virtue.
As a Buddhist religious organization, what should guide is the Dharma or Teachings. We should always first ask
ourselves, “What would a Buddhist do?” “Is what I am doing in line with our Buddhist Teachings?” “Am I going to the
Dharma for guidance?” “What am I doing to contribute?” The Dharma must come to the forefront and to a lesser extent
our culture, whether it be American or Japanese or any other. Of course, we live in America, so there are certain things
which must be done in accordance with American laws and sensibility, but we need to go beyond this “Japanese style”
versus “American style” and let the “Buddhist style” prevail!
Speaking of style, our Jodo Shinshu style or way is one of being nurtured by Amida Buddha and the Dharma. It is
not one of following fixed dogma and set rules of do’s and don’ts or being reprimanded or scolded. Rennyo Shonin said,
“If you have acquired Faith, you will abstain from speaking harsh words to your fellowbelievers…Without Faith, one will become self-assertive and speak rough words, hence disputes are
bound to arise. What a pity! You should be well aware of this.”
(From “ Thus I Have Heard from Rennyo Shonin, pages 124-125).
Important is continual moment to moment reflection including self-reflection and awareness including self-awareness or
paying attention to one’s thoughts, words and actions/behavior. As the Shinshu Pledge says “I will put my effort in my
work with self-reflection and gratitude.”
In Jodo Shinshu, many of the worldly/secular values with which we make distinctions between people were put
aside and everyone was considered equal before Amida Buddha. In Shin Buddhism, one’s status in society, educational
level, financial circumstances, gender, age, morality, whether one was ordained or not, all did not really matter as far as
salvation was concerned. As we find in the Tannisho, “Amida’s Primal Vow does not discriminate between the young and
old, good and evil; true entrusting alone is essential.”
Generally speaking, traditional Japanese society influenced by Chinese cultural influences had a tendency to favor
men over women, elders over young people and the learned over the illiterate and so forth, but in Jodo Shinshu these
distinctions where not primal. Again, in the eyes of Amida Buddha everyone was equally important. Now, this is a
tremendous statement! In a society that had all kinds of hierarchy, to say that everyone is equal is potentially a dangerous
statement. For this reason and others, in certain parts of Japan there occurred the suppressing of Jodo Shinshu as a
dangerous philosophy along with fear of the deep loyalty and commitment that Jodo Shinshu members had to the
Hongwanji.
But getting back to Shinran Shonin and Rennyo Shonin, they both considered themselves no better than anyone
else. This too, is a tremendous statement when you really think about it. And this is part of what makes Shinran Shonin
and Rennyo Shonin so special, the very fact that they claim that they are no better or no different from us makes them, to
me, very, very special! They saw that they were bonbu too. This is not to say that we should not respect ministers for they
are clergy. As Shinran Shonin said, “Although monks are so in name only and keep no precepts, Now in this defiled world
of the last dharma-age, they are the equals of Sharihotsu and Mokuren, and we are urged to pay homage to and revere
them.” In Jodo Shinshu, while respecting Jodo Shinshu ministers for their profession as clergy there is also a strong
understanding that they are also no different from anyone else. They have the same concerns, anxiety and challenges as
lay people. Jodo Shinshu Ministers are not a superman or a superwoman, a perfect, flawless person. As Rennyo Shonin
says about all of us, “Simply looking ahead without looking down at our feet, we shall stumble. To look at others and not
look at our own self is a horrible thing.”
A person of Shinjin-Nembutsu in Jodo Shinshu, in grateful response to Amida Buddha’s Unconditional
Great Wisdom and Compassion, laments about his/her imperfect and limited self and earnestly tries to live a more
Dharma-centered life. Let me emphasize that the inspiration and original motivation for trying to live a more Dharmacentered life is not me-this foolish being, but Amida Buddha.
Today, once again, I refer to the late Rev. Jitsuen Kakehashi, a revered great scholar priest of Jodo Shinshu who
said, a person who has become awakened to Amida Buddha’s profound Wisdom and Compassion
“…begin(s) to live a new life, refraining from committing selfish deeds and trying to respond to the
Tathagata’s great compassion.” “Shinran points out that there must be necessarily be a big difference in
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the condition of person’s mind between before he heard the teaching of the Primal Vow and after he
became a nembutsu practicer guided by the Primal Vow, and that there must certainly be a difference in
behavior before and after the person became a nembutsu practicer.
In our daily life, we are liable to be dictated to by self-centered thoughts, but in the mind of nembutsu practicers
who are saddened and pained by this reality, there is a recurring transformation in which, with the heart and mind
of the Tathagata’s great wisdom and compassion, we come to look back at our own thoughts and behaviors. When
we look at the world with an ordinary human mind, it is distinctly divided into things we love and things we hate,
but with the mind of the Tathagata, we are made to know that everyone is equally the Tathagata’s
indispensably important child. From that standpoint, we realize that we are all brothers and sisters and
fellow human beings. Then slowly but steadily, we come to reflect on our self-centered thoughts, reject our
blind passions and make efforts to see things and live our lives in a way that can be approved by the
Tathagata.”
(From Hearing the Buddha’s Call by Jitsuen Kakehashi.)
In a person of True Entrusting, because the Dharma is a part of their life, there is a certain degree of sensitivity towards
others and going to go to the Buddha-Dharma for guidance is evident in their actions. However, we do not demand this of
others. This might sound a bit confusing, but we do not expect things of others, but I should try to live up to those ideals.
The more common way of thinking is to expect certain behaviors from others, but in Buddhism the emphasis is on how I
should try to be. In “The Teaching of Buddha” it shares in a section after describing what a good friend is, it says “It is
very difficult to find a friend like this, and, therefore, one should try very hard to be a friend like this.” If everyone thought
and did things this way it would be a much more peaceful and harmonious world. This is being guided by the Dharma or
being Dharma-centered. In grateful response to Unconditional Compassion which I find embracing me and because
Compassion is so accepting of me, I also see the value of other people’s lives too. In the days of Honen Shonin and
Shinran Shonin, it is recorded that aristocrats and samurai warriors, thieves, beggars and prostitutes, people of all level
and strands of society, sat together listening to the Nembutsu Teachings. “Are we, today, such an open Sangha?”
In this way, everyone found hope and experienced the warm compassionate embrace of Amida Buddha and
the spirit of Sangha in Hongwanji. The great message of Shinran Shonin and Rennyo Shonin was that everyone
was included in the Great Compassion of Amida Buddha. From a very humble beginning Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji
evolved into the largest Buddhist denomination in Japan and in Hawaii because it gave people a sense of hope and value
and provided people with a safe community. In this way, people of all strata of society, but especially the common folk,
found the Wisdom and Compassion of Supreme Enlightenment reaching out and embracing them as Amida Buddha, as
Namo Amida Butsu. We can only imagine their joy and sense of gratitude. There was nothing that could match it!
Shinran Shonin’s wasan or hymn “Ondokusan” expressed people’s thoughts “Such is the benevolence of Amida’s
compassion, that we must strive to return it, even to the breaking of our bodies; Such is the benevolence of Great Masters
and True Teachers, that we must endeavor to repay it, even to our bones becoming dust!” It reflected the depth of joy and
gratitude that people felt as they found themselves embraced and included. Truly, in Jodo Shinshu, we are talking of no
ordinary compassion, it is compassion in its ultimate form, totally unconditional and inclusive of all! I thank all of you
here today for you are a living example of “Ondokusan.” As our membership declines and you find yourselves doing
more and more, and yet you continue. I thank you! I thank Amida Buddha who is our motivation, our inspiration!
As I think about this, the words, “Beyond this, whenever we feel joy and gratitude… we should simply say ‘Namo
Amida Butsu, Namo Amida Butsu,…” “when we remember Amida’s benevolence, more and more out of
gratitude, we should recite the Nembutsu…” regardless of time or place. This is called the Nembutsu as an
expression of gratitude for the Buddha’s benevolence.” Our own Bishop Yemmyo Imamura of Hawaii said,
“whenever I felt I was on the border of dismay, I recalled the hardships in Shinran’s life. He said that the five kalpas of
profound meditation, the eternal kalpas of diligent practice, (by Bodhisattva Dharmakara) were meant only to save me
alone. The Buddha’s great compassion touched my heart. Even drops of water can bore a hole in a harder boulder. I
resolved to not falter. I had a firm conviction that in the future, someday,…enlightened by the Dharma’s light and
comforted by Tathagata’s compassion (many) will awaken to a serene, beautified, happy…life.”
How do more people become aware of this “serene, beautified, happy…life” which Bishop Imamura spoke of? It
happens when we both ministers and lay people reach out to our families and the larger community (beyond the JapaneseAmerican community) to connect with other individuals, groups and organizations. This is what I, as your Bishop, have
been emphasizing from the beginning of my term and also, now we see it as part of Honzan’s 10 Year Plan. We must go
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beyond our temple walls. Temples of Hawaii Kyodan, if you have a minister who is good at certain things share your
minister with the rest of district and your larger community. Please know how essential it is for us, the Hongwanji
Sangha, to be guided and live the Dharma or Teachings on a daily basis and share our joy of the Buddha-Dharma.
Let us each ask ourselves, “What is a Sangha?” “What is the purpose of the Sangha?” and “How does a Sangha think,
speak and behave?” You may be thinking “Why is this so important?” Again, I am convinced that this is the key to
our future! Once more, it is the Dharma that will save us, both spiritually and as an organization.
Now, the question in your mind might be how does Dharma apply to our organization and how we operate? A
quick example, about which we will cover more in detail later, is the Temple Effectiveness Model and Minister
Evaluation. Currently, we are moving towards the idea of Temple Effectiveness in which minister and lay work closely as
team, in partnership, to achieve goals mutually set. We are moving away from the employer verses employee and minister
verses lay, kind of relationships. So in the case of the Minister Evaluation, we are moving away with the old style of
evaluation based primarily on a western model of rewards and punishment and changing our approach to the Temple
Effectiveness Model which recognizes that ministers and lay are working together as a team, partners which is supported
by Buddhist Teachings where ministers provide the Dana of the providing the Dharma to lay people (Hou-se) and lay
people provide the Dana of physically caring for the well-being of the clergy (Zai-se). This is common throughout
Buddhism. However, there is a third Dana known as “Mu-i-se” which is the Dana of the Removal or Absence of fear. It is
a Buddhist teaching that no one should have to live in fear. Fear is a terrible thing. So, if we apply this Dana of Removing
Fear, the fact that Minister Evaluation, as it was being presented, caused so much fear and anxiety amongst the ministers it
shows us that it is not the most ideal way to do it. However, our SCBP does call for a minister review and thus with the
Dharma guiding us, we have changed it. What we present may still have to be tweaked, but I hope you can see how
different things can be if we truly go to the Dharma for guidance.
My conviction that the Dharma can truly make a difference is based on an episode from the life of the Historic
Buddha. A story relates that on a certain day, a certain king went to Sakyamuni Buddha and bowed to him to show his
great respect. Sakyamuni Buddha asked the King “Why do you come today to show your respect? The King answered that
as I look at the Sangha, I see the members of the Sangha following the Buddha’s teachings throughout their life. Again,
many people of all stations and walks of life even family members many times quarrel and fight amongst themselves, but
in the Buddha’s Sangha I do not see that. I see mutual appreciation of each other. The Buddha’s Sangha is always neat
and tidy, cheerful and smiling, full of joy and delight. By the actions of the Sangha, I have come to realize how great the
Buddha is. We must become the Sangha/Buddhist community which the Dharma describes. For more concrete examples
of what a Sangha is, I can refer you to passages that I have collected in a document “Passages related to (nurturing) the
Sanha” which I have given to all ministers so you can become aware of the characteristics of the sangha and how we live
our lives as Buddhists.
Buddhism is one of the 3 world religions which means it is possible for anyone to become Buddhist. This is how
universal Buddhism is and our temples must reflect this aspect of the Dharma. I am not saying it is easy for I am a bonbu.
However, the Buddhist Teachings nurture us to become more open and accepting, less critical and judgmental, less
self-centered and opinionated, kinder and gentler, more aware of self and others and how we impact one another
and the importance of peace and harmony. The Dharma shares
“If one wishes to follow the Buddha’s teaching one must not be egoistic or self-willed, but should cherish
feelings of good-will toward all alike; one should respect those who are worthy of respect; one should revere
those who are worthy of service and treat everyone with uniform kindness. (From “The Teaching of Buddha”,
BDK, Duties of the Brotherhood, Lay Followers, page 402).
One of the great contributions of Buddhism and especially Jodo Shishu as it travels across the world, is the
emphasis on reflection including self-reflection. The Buddha-Dharma always encourages us to reflect on the world and
my own self. The Dharma reminds me “Take a look at yourself, Eric” “Notice what is happening” “What is the best
response?” This is the Dharma at work.
We often hear the question “Is Buddhism a religion or a way of life?” My response would be it is both. It is
a religion, a religion that shows me how to live my life. Buddha wants all life to be free of suffering. Buddha wants
everyone to be safe, at peace and happy. As we come to know the Buddha, the Buddha’s aspiration becomes my
aspiration. However, the big difference between the Buddha and me is that the Buddha is enlightened and I am not. So, I
cannot express or manifest or live exactly like the Buddha, however, the Buddha’s aspiration I can embrace, hold dear to
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my heart and try to live in such a way that there is less fear, less anxiety and hopefully suffering in the world in grateful
response to Amida Buddha’s unconditional compassion. Shinran Shonin may not have written too much about this aspect
of the Shin Buddhist’s life except in his Letters, but I see it in the way that Shinran Shonin lived his life. I strongly think,
we need to look not only at Shinran Shonin’s writings, but his life.
To slowly conclude, as our two Spiritual Leaders, Their Eminences, the Former Go-Monshu Koshin Ohtani and
our current 25th Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani say
“The Three Treasures are the Buddha, his Teaching (the Dharma), and (the Sangha) the community that gathers to
listen and live by the teachings of the Buddha.”
and
“In reflecting on the present circumstance of our organization, it is significantly important to consider how we
can approach and reach out to persons who have never had any contact with a Buddhist temple, as well as those
who are already involved with one.” “Let us…cope with various problems and hardships of the contemporary
world, walking together towards realizing a society in which everyone is equally respected.”
To conclude, our Hongwanji Sangha must become that Sangha that the Dharma talks about. We must become
even more so the Sangha/community that people want to be a part of. People who come to Jodo Shinshu must think and
feel “I want to be a part of that Sangha/temple community.” The main purpose of a Sangha is to help each other
understand and live the Dharma and to share it with others. For us, Jodo Shinshu Buddhists, the Sangha exists to
encourage each of us and others to understand the Jodo Shinshu Teachings and encourage us to live the life of Nembutsu
both as individuals and as an organization!
Namo Amida Butsu/Entrusting in All-Inclusive Wisdom
and All-Embracing Compassion

The White Way is the newsletter of the Moiliili
Hongwanji Mission, located at 902 University Ave.,
Honolulu, HI 96826. It is printed monthly and the
th
deadline for submission is the 15 of the month prior to
the issue date.
The opinions expressed by the individual contributors
are their own and do not necessarily reflect those of
Moiliili Hongwanji Mission.
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REMEMBERING MY MOTHER’S HANDS
I believe every day
should be Mother’s
Day; however, it’s
wonderful to be
remembered and gifted
with love especially on
“Mother’s Day” in the
month of May. I’d like
to share excerpts from
my White Way radio
talk that was broadcast
on February 21, 2015.
It was a talk about “My
Mother’s Hands.”
(Check our website to listen to the complete talk.)

Somewhere along my mom’s life journey, she
discovered the joy of using her hands on the slot
machines in Las Vegas. Once she got a taste of it, her
hands itched to try her luck. I’m sure she even recited
the Nembutsu with every spin of the wheel.
As my mom aged, her once strong hands became worn,
tired, arthritic, trembling hands. Yet her hands
faithfully, endearingly embraced gently in gassho even
as she lay in the hospital bed during her last remaining
days. We believe our mom’s hands in gassho
represented her deep gratitude and unconditional faith in
Amida Buddha. She was in peace and one with the
Buddha.
The next time you put your hands together in gassho,
take a few seconds to look at your hands. You will be
amazed!
Namu Amida Butsu . . .

. . . My mother, Aiko Yamane of Kona, was a devout
Jodo Shinshu Buddhist during her lifetime, and was
active at the Kona Hongwanji Buddhist Temple. She
truly believed in the Nembutsu, placing her hands
together and reciting the words “Namu Amida Butsu” in
the morning, in the evening and any other time when she
felt the need to do so. We grew up following her
practice of placing our hands together in gassho in front
of the hotokesama at home and at Sunday School.
One of my sisters quoted: “My mother’s hands tell a
story of her life. At an early age her tiny hands were sad
and lonely as she lost her mother at age 4 and her father
at age 6. Her hands must have wiped away many tears
of sadness silently. As she grew up her hands became
hard-working hands, nimble and skillful at picking
coffee in the field, in sorting parchment at the coffee
mill, in sewing articles of clothing, and in weaving
lauhala products .”
My mom’s hands became calloused when she scrubbed
our laundry on an old wooden scrubbing board and
squeezed them dry. Sometimes they were shriveled like
prunes. She must have hung up hundreds of cloth
diapers on the clothesline. Her hands never gave up!
Birthdays, weddings, performances, graduations,
celebrations . . . my mom experienced many happy
special occasions in her life when she put her hands
together to CLAP with joy and satisfaction. When all
was said and done, it was time to gassho in gratitude.
My sisters and I agree that mom had more than a green
thumb. Her left and right hands were “green.” Her
hands planted and nurtured orchids, anthuriums, tropical
flowers and greens which she used to grace the butsudan
and the family graves.
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Nancy Shimamoto, President

WEDDING BELLS AT MOILIILI HONGWANJI
By Rev. Bert Sumikawa
April 16, 2017 was a day
to remember! The
congregation was treated
to a surprise wedding
ceremony at the temple
following the usual
Sunday Service. The
loving couple was Wes
Henry and Christine
Jordan, both members of
the sangha. Christine was
accompanied down the aisle by her son who flew in for
the event.
The couple “secretly” planned the wedding with the help
of several members and principally Ann Nakata. Ann
decorated the aisle with flowers, Kayla Takiue served as
flower girl and Jaden Takiue as the ring bearer and
Noriyo Morikubo played “Here Comes the Bride” on the
organ. (Without the benefit of a practice!) What was
Continued on page 7
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impressive was that the entire wedding ceremony was
done without a rehearsal!

evidence based interventions i.e. home safety
assessments and awareness/education.

The Annex was beautifully decorated with an indoor
gazebo especially constructed by Ann. Special food
including a wedding cake was served courtesy of the
bride.

Project Dana’s Home Safety Program’s goals are to
increase the awareness of home safety, create a safe
home environment to enable elders to continue to live
independently at home and improve the wellbeing and
enrich the lives of our Kupuna and their families. The
Honolulu Police Community Foundation Response
Alarm Program is a wonderful example of support
provided to older adults through Project Dana. The
following criteria to possibly qualify are:

It was a beautiful and truly enjoyable event and one that
leaves all with the wish to have more happy occasions
such as this at MHM. Who is going to surprise us next?

•
•

•
•
•

HOME SAFETY & FALL PREVENTION
By Cyndi Osajima

•
•

Project Dana is an active member of the Statewide Task
Force on Falls Prevention established via the Executive
Office on Aging. One of Project Dana’s focus is fall
prevention and education. Here are some startling facts
about falls in Hawaii for those 65 years and older
•
•

•
•

•

Annually, falls result in 85 deaths and nearly
1,790 hospitalizations;
Alarming number of more than 8,000 emergency
department / urgent care units visits annually
due to falls;
Falls are the leading cause of injury related
deaths of those 65 years and older;
Of those hospitalized from a hip fracture, the
most common non-fatal injury resulting from a
fall, 40% never return home or live
independently again;
Falls are costly. Hospital charges for those 65
years and older average over $65 million
annually.

These statistics are just the tip of the injury iceberg. As
the state population ages, the impact and cost of fall
related deaths and injuries will increase dramatically
unless this serious public health is addressed effectively
(Hawaii Injury Prevention Resource Guide 2011).
Remember, the numbers of falls can be reduced through
practical lifestyle adjustments, i.e. tai chi or exercise,
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•

Lives alone (no one to call for help) and 60
years or older
Clarity of mind (able to press the button and
communicate with a 24 hour call Center in
English)
Frail or disabled – at risk for falling
Has a landline to connect to
Does not receive assistance from other programs
that check on their safety.
Lives on the island of Oahu
Will first receive a Project Dana Home Safety
Assessment at no charge
One year (no charge) for the personal emergency
response system. Will be responsible to pay
monthly fee after one year.

The Persons in Need (PIN) grant from the Hawaii
Community Foundation is available to caregivers whose
elders attend an adult day care, day health center or pays
a home health agency for respite. A component of this
grant for family caregivers is to help assist in overnight
respite.
Another Persons in Need (PIN) grant from the Hawaii
Community Foundation supports Project Dana with
assistance in providing items such as grab bars, shower
chairs, bed rails, or hand rails that help older adults age
in place safely if there is a financial burden. In certain
situations installation fees may be included.
Don’t hesitate to contact Cyndi or Mike at the Project
Dana office should you, or a loved one, need
information on any of the above. Project Dana
encourages aging in place, at home, safely and enjoy
living independently.
Continued on page 8
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The Heart of a Caregiver
.Even the smallest act of kindness says…
I CARE…
Says ‘You matter’
Says ‘I thought of you’
By Sir Arthur Help

We are asking for donations of travel sized shampoo,
conditioner, body soap, lotion, toothbrush, and
toothpaste. We are also accepting monetary donations to
purchase the toiletries if we are not able to get enough
toiletries donations. If you work or know someone who
works at a hotel, and will be able to donate some
toiletries, that will be great also. We are trying to collect
as much as we can. If you have any questions, please
contact Alia F. or Alisa K.

THE THINGS WE KEEP
By Kerry Kiyohara

From the Heart of an Elder
“Thank you for all the help and support emotionally you
have given me now”

Just ‘things’ but powerful
reminders that I’ve always
been on this path, embraced
by great compassion and
wisdom, never abandoned,
despite being a fool.

- An Elder currently receiving
assistance from Project Dana

HAPPY STRUMMERS NEWS
By Michiko Motooka
The family and friends
gathered on March 15 to
bid farewell to Yoshiaki
Bucky Matsuoka.
Listening to his son Bert,
speaking about his
father, I realized once
again of Bucky’s talents
and compassion. Mr.
Matsuoka guided the
Moiliili Ukulele Club
called the Happy
Strummers throughout the years. The members of
Moiliili Living Legends, Rose Nakamura, Ethel
Shintaku and Michiko Motooka were a part of his team.
Many years ago, the present Dharma School was called
Sunday School. During the Hanamatsuri program we
sang “Softly Blew the Breezes”, a beautiful gatha
celebrating Buddha’s birth. We all sang at the
Hanamatsuri morning service on April 9 along with
“Haru Ga Kita”, a song recognizing the arrival of spring.

How fortunate am I to
awaken to true and real
meaning in this life; how
lucky am I to realize that my
ego-centric view of the
world is simply an illusion;
how inconceivable I have been guided in this journey by
countless kind and gentle people, infinite causes and
conditions.
And a just as powerful demonstration of my attachments
and blind passions, the underlying fundamentally selfcentered nature of my 'self', my delusional image of how
I want to be perceived on Facebook!
Pictured above, clockwise from top:
•

Amida ‘go-honzon’ image I made at a Buddhist
youth summer camp as a child, which has been
with me from Los Angeles, to Tokyo, Beijing,
Shanghai, Honolulu, and now Kyoto.

•

’Rin’ bell & clapper from Grandmother’s house;
powdered incense container from Grandmother’s
house from the 20th anniversary of 1951 founding
of Senshin-ji Temple in Los Angeles.

•

Incense burner adopted from Moiliili Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple in Honolulu—Families give
unwanted home altars and adornments to the
temple, where they sit gathering dust.

•

Nenju beads from my father, once shiny, now
worn down to the underlying wood.

JR. YBA NEWS
The Jr YBA of Honolulu will be hosting the statewide
convention on June 30-July 2, 2017. One of the
workshops that we will be doing is making toiletry
packets to donate to homeless individuals and families.
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DONATIONS FOR OHIGAN

BORN INTO THE PURE LAND
Moiliili Hongwanji Mission extends its deepest
sympathy and condolences to the families of the
following who have recently passed away:
•
•
•
•
•

Chisae Sumikawa, 86, on Feb. 25
Dorothy Masayo Kiriu, 94, on March 4
George Takashi Oda, 87, on March 27
John Sadao Kanda, 55, on March 30
Aileen Yoshiko Fukumoto, 87, on April 9

May the Onembutsu provide solace to family members
during this time of sorrow.

Edith Kato, Michiko Motooka, Melvin & Karen
Murakami, Tomie Nakahara, Wendy Nakanishi, Ethel
Aiko Oda, Kimiko Okano, Thomas & Leatrice
Sakamoto, Michael & Wendy Sorakubo, Kazuko Stone,
George Tsugawa, Jeanne Watari, Gene & Joann Yokota

DONATIONS FOR THE WHITE WAY
Gladys Kurosu

PROJECT DANA DONATIONS
Organizations:
America Walks, Honolulu Police Community
Foundation (HMSA Foundation, Central Pacific Bank
Foundation, Friends of Hawaii Charities), May
Templeton Hopper Fund of the Hawaii Community
Foundation, Theodore A. Vierra Fund of the Hawaii
Community Foundation

Others:

DONATIONS TO THE TEMPLE
Robyn Akahoshi IMO Ralph Akahoshi, Kiyoto Fujita,
Arnold Hori, Sue Ide, William & Kathleen Kaneshige
IMO Thomas Jiro & Tsurue Kaneshige, Gladys Kurosu,
Eugene Makino, Rev. & Mrs. Arthur Marutani, John &
Helen Mihara, Yoko Nakajima, Pauline Nishihara,
Barbara Nomura, Wallace Ohta, Francis & Susan
Okano, Kiyoko Sato, Alice Shiroma IMO George
Shiroma, Ann Tokumaru, Iris Wasa-Uehisa IMO
Shinichi Wasa & Yuu Fujishige

DONATIONS TO NOKOTSUDO
Edna Maeda Trust, William & Kathleen Kaneshige IMO
Thomas Jiro & Tsurue Kaneshige, David Murai, Alvin
& Hyo Jung Nakamura, Machiko Nekotani IMO Yuki
Nekotani, Lynda Nishihara, Minako Suehiro

DONATIONS FOR 110th ANNIVERSARY
Hudson Fukuki, Doris Hamada, Stanley K. Kato, Calvin
Kuniyuki, Rev. & Mrs. Arthur Marutani, Bert & Cynthia
Ogasawara, Roy & Nancy Shimamoto
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Anonymous , M. Cheang IMO Mrs. Faye Manabe, B.
Ho IMO Mrs. Faye Manabe, W. & D. Iwaoka IMO Mrs.
Evelyn Teranishi, P. & G. Kar , O. & A. Kawabata , P.
Komo , E. Maeda Trust IMO Mrs. Edna Maeda, B. & D.
Matsuoka IMO Mr.Yoshiaki Matsuoka, M. Miyashiro,
L. Mow IMO Mrs. Faye Manabe, R. Nakamura IMO
Mrs. Faye Manabe, F. Nishimoto, W&N. Hironaka refrigerator

Caregivers Support:
J. Morita, R. Nakamura IMO Mr. Haruyoshi Ikawa, S.
Swift

Recipient Donations:
Confidential

Letters to the Editor
We welcome your thoughts, ideas and suggestions on
topics of interest to our temple members. Of course we
must keep all letters respectful and we reserve the right
to edit or choose not to publish any communications we
consider inappropriate.
Please email your Letters to the Editor to
communications@moiliilihongwanji.org
(or
post
addressed to White Way Editor c/o Moiliili Hongwanji
Mission, 902 University Ave., Honolulu, HI 96826) by
the 15th of the month prior to the issue date.
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MOILIILI HONGWANJI CALENDAR OF EVENTS
MAY 2017
7

14
21

28
29

9AM Sunday Remembrance Service
10AM Pet Memorial Service
10:45AM Talk Story with Rev. Bert
9AM Sunday Service - Mother’s Day
10:45AM Talk Story with Rev. Bert
9AM Sunday Service – Gotan-e
Dedication of Shinran’s statue to follow
10:45AM Talk Story with Rev. Bert
9AM Sunday Service
10:45AM Talk Story with Rev. Bert
Memorial Day
Office and Preschool Closed

Exciting things are happening at our
Preschool. We are now accepting
applications for our new 2 year old class.
Please call the preschool at 946-4416 for more
information.

Children 2-5 years of age
Weekdays 7:00a.m. to 5:15p.m.
Wendy Harman, Preschool Director
Telephone: 946-4416 • Mobile: 630-4963
Email: mhps902@gmail.com
www.moiliilihongwanjipreschool.com

JUNE 2017
4
5
11

12
18
25
26
28
29
30
7/1

9AM Sunday Remembrance Service
10:45AM Talk Story with Rev. Bert
6:30PM Bon Dance Practice
9AM Sunday Service – Charlene Kihara Sensei
Recognition of Dharma School students, grads &
teachers
10:30AM BWA Meeting
10:45AM Talk Story with Rev. Bert
6:30PM Bon Dance Practice
9AM Sunday Service – Father’s Day
10:45AM Talk Story with Rev. Bert
9AM Sunday Service – Wes Henry
10:45AM Talk Story with Rev. Bert
6:30PM Bon Dance Practice
6:00-8:00PM BBQ Stringing for Bon Dance
6:00-8:00PM BBQ Stringing for Bon Dance
Pre-School Closed for Bon Dance Prep
5:00PM – 10:00PM MHM Bon Dance
5:00PM – 10:00PM Moiliili Summer Fest

WHITE WAY RADIO: SATURDAY MORNINGS
AT 7:45AM ON KZOO AM1210
Join us on Saturdays for White Way Radio on
KZOO1210 at 7:45a.m. for inspiring messages from a
variety of speakers. We are truly grateful for our White
Way Radio Sponsors who make it possible to share the
Dharma on the air every week.
MAY 2017
Date
6
13
20

REGULARLY SCHEDULED CLASSES & CLUBS
Mondays 10AM
Mondays 5:15PM
Tues/Thu 8AM
Tuesdays 6:30PM
1st Wed. 10AM
2nd/4th Wed. 10AM
Thursdays 9:30AM
Thursdays 5:30PM
Fridays 1PM

Quilting
Zumba
Shoshinge Chanting
Meditation Service
Japanese Grief Support Group
Japanese Dharma Class
Ikebana
Zumba
Conversational Japanese

For More Information: Temple Office (808) 949-1659
Subject to Change: Please call the Temple Office to
confirm times & dates of any event.
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27

Speaker / Sponsor
Mr. Ernest Morikubo / The Hirai Family
Rev. David Nakamoto / The Yoshimura Family
Mrs. Irene Nakamoto / Mr. & Mrs. Michael
Sorakubo
Rev. Shinji Kawagoe / Mrs. Alice Shiroma
JUNE 2017

3
10
17
24

Rev. Richard Tennes / Mr. & Mrs. Roy Abe
Rev. Mieko Majima / Mrs. Thelma Ando
Rev. Kazunori Takahashi/ The Hirai Family
Mr. Clyde Whitworth / The Miyasaki Family

Contact the Temple Office at 949-1659 if you’d like to
sponsor a broadcast, be a speaker, or volunteer to help
produce the weekly broadcast!
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(L-R) Ann Nakata, Betsy Nishioka, Ethel Shintaku, Satsuye Tanaka

Many thanks to your generous donations, be sure to visit
out beautiful new statue of Shinran Shonin.

Mernie Miyasato-Crawford, Speaker for the
Eshinni Kakushinni Day Service

Wes Henry and his lovely bride, Christine.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP WITH 2017 BON DANCE SETUP.
Call the Temple Office at 949-1659 if you can help.
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