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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

December 31, 2021 (Friday)
Temple office and the Columbarium is open from 8:00am to 4:30pm.
There is no New Year’s Eve Service however, the temple will be open from
4:00pm to 6:00pm for everyone to ring the temple bell (Joya no Kane). Please
follow COVID-19 related precautions.

January 1, 2022 (Saturday)
There is no New Year’s Day Service however, the temple will be open from 9:00am
to 11:00am for everyone to express their New Year’s greetings/appreciation to
Amida Buddha and offer incense. Please follow COVID-19 related precautions.
White Way Radio Broadcast at 7:45 am on KZOO (AM 1210). Speakers are: His
Eminence Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani (Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha) and Bishop Eric
Matsumoto (Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii).
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The White Way
Mo‘ili‘ili Hongwanji is the center of Shin Buddhist spiritual growth, learning, and compassionate service to our Community.
Temple Office: (808) 949-1659
mhm@moiliilihongwanji.org www.moiliilihongwanji.org
Moiliili Hongwanji Preschool: (808) 946-4416 moiliilihongwanjipreschool.com
Project Dana: (808) 945-3736 info@projectdana.org

CULTIVATING WIDER PERSPECTIVES
I would like to share a story which was shared by Mr. Soichi Noguchi. Mr. Soichi
Noguchi, a famous astronaut who stayed at the ISS (International Space Station) for a
long period of time, explained why humans want to go into space. To explain that he
used one metaphor.
Imagine that there is nothing but a straight line in the world and the group of ants is
walking from this side to the other side. They can only go forward or go back on the
line. They are called “Single dimensional ants” or “1D ants”. Suddenly a large stone
blocked the line, and the group of the 1D ants was stuck, they were unable to move forward. They became
very upset. For them, this is like the end of the world. Then some of the ants in that group thought maybe
they could go around the stone from left or right. They stepped out of the line and moved left or right. They
discovered a new direction to move forward. They are called “Two-dimensional ants” or “2D ants”. They
stepped out of this straight line (1D world), went left or right, walked around the stone, and found another path
on the other side of the stone. 2D ants overcame the challenge by seeing the world from a two-dimensional
point of view.
Now they proceeded, and then after a while, they now encountered a huge wall. The wall is so wide, and it
seems like there is no way that the ants can walk around the wall like last time. Again, they were stuck and
upset. Then some of them began to climb that wall. The 2D ants said, “Hey, that’s too dangerous. Don’t do
it.” But those courageous ants (now we call them “three-dimensional ants” or “3D ants”) thought maybe we
can move not only forward, backward, right, or left, but also, we can move up and down. The 3D ants
challenged the wall, they succeeded, and they were able to see beautiful scenery on the other side of the wall.
Through this metaphor, the astronaut Mr. Soichi Noguchi talked about the importance of seeing things from
different perspectives. Compared to the 1D ants or 2D ants, the 3D ants had a broader perspective to see their
surroundings. And thanks to that perspective, they could overcome their challenges and they were able to
enjoy the other side of the wall. Mr. Soichi Noguchi said that the reason why humans venture into space is not
simply to go to a distant planet, but by doing so, we may be able to discover another perspective to see the
Earth. We may be able to find another solution to solve the problems that we are facing on the Earth such as
climate change or conflicts between countries.
This story teaches us the importance of cultivating a wider perspective. You may laugh about their
limitations, but I think we are like 1D ants or 2D ants. Usually, we don’t think that our perspectives are
limited. We think that our perspective is always right. We divide things such as good or bad, high or low, rich
or poor, health and sick, young and old, right or wrong, my life or your life, friend or enemy, etc. We judge
people or divide things based on a limited perspective.
Buddhism teaches us that such a self-centered and judgmental perspective is the cause of suffering which we
experience in our lives. Like these ants, we encounter many challenges or obstacles in life. Sometimes we
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feel this is the dead-end. But if we can cultivate a new perspective, maybe we can overcome those challenges.
Maybe we can discover a new, brighter, and beautiful new world which we had never experienced before.
Unfortunately, most of us are not able to go into space, but fortunately, we have Buddhism. For me,
Buddhism is like going into space and seeing myself from a different perspective. Then we will discover
something new about our own lives. Buddha’s perspective (Buddha’s teaching) helps us to find solutions to
the challenges or obstacles that we are facing.
For example, Buddhism talks about impermanence. Impermanence means things will change, and nothing
stays the same. It teaches me to enjoy every moment, to appreciate every encounter, and to fully live this
unrepeatable life.
Buddhism also talks about interdependence. Interdependence means that each and every one of us is the
irreplaceable and indispensable part of the universe. No life is wasted. It teaches me that I need to think,
speak, and act with compassion and understanding because what I do affects others.
Also in Jodo Shinshu, we recite Namo Amida Butsu. Namo Amida Butsu is the compassionate voice from
the universe embracing and affirming us just as we are. It warmly pushes my back saying, “You are fine just
as you are.” “You are beautiful just as you are.”
Buddha’s Wisdom and Compassion provides us with new perspectives. As we learn more about Buddhism,
these teachings naturally become part of our lives. We can find clarity and meaning in our lives. And this new
discovery opens a new world right in front of us. And a new “me” will step forward.
Namo Amida Butsu
Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani
Memorial Services for 2021

Memorial Services

Year of passing

Due to the Covid-19 concerns, currently MHM can hold inperson memorial/funeral services at the temple only for
small families of no more than 9 people. Reverend
Umitani is also able to hold a private family memorial
service online so that you can still place your hands
together in Gassho and pay respects to your loved ones.
The service format is the same as the regular memorial
service at the temple, but everything will be held online so
you can participate from your home. If you have family
members who live separately (such as neighbor island or
mainland) they can also join in the service remotely. If
you would like to hold an online memorial service
officiated by Reverend Umitani, please go to
www.moiliilihongwanji.org and complete the request
form. Once you submit the form, we will get back to you
with detailed instructions as to how to participate in the
service. You can also contact our temple office at 9491659 for any questions.
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Type of memorial service

2020
2019

1st year
3rd year

2015
2009
2005
1997
1989
1972

7th year
13th year
17th year
25th year
33rd year
50th year

Memorial Services for 2022
Year of passing
2021
2020
2016
2010
2006
1998
1990
1973
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Open Letter to the Moiliili Hongwanji Sangha
Dear Members & Friends,
There have been questions regarding the happenings with Moiliili Hongwanji over the
past year. We were informed that the family that owns the adjacent property that is
enclosed by the temple, annex, and side parking lot was interested in finally selling.
Our temple forefathers including Mr. Kinji Kanazawa had been trying to purchase the
property for over 50 years.
Around the same time, it was brought to our attention that the structure housing the Project Dana office
on Nakookoo Street had been falling into a state of disrepair to the point that it may not be usable as an
office space. This serendipitous opportunity came forth with the idea to exchange the property with the
family that adjoins the temple. However, they decided they wanted to sell their University property instead. Because of this, the Board of Directors approved the sale of the Nakookoo property, in part to
help finance the purchase of the University property once the title could be cleared. The University
property is currently in the quiet title process as the ownership is being consolidated and put under a
trust by the family. Sidney Kanazawa, Kinji’s son and attorney, has been in contact with the family’s attorney and we are looking to purchase it for a fair price once it is ready for sale. As far as what to do
with the property, that is still up in the air, but we cannot lose this rare opportunity to acquire the adjacent property.
In addition, it is with heavy heart that I report the Board of Directors of Moiliili Hongwanji has decided to
close the Moiliili Hongwanji Preschool at the end of the school year in May of 2022.
The Board recognized that it was in the best interest for the overall welfare and future of the temple that
the Preschool be closed at this time. Our Preschool has been an integral part of the community for
nearly 60 years and has touched the lives of many families. This is especially difficult for me because
both Jayden and Kayla attended the preschool, and we have fond memories of them going there.
I am extremely hopeful that we can remake the vacated space into a social hall or gathering place for all
our temple members and the community to enjoy. This will rejuvenate our facilities and refocus our
temple towards its post-pandemic life.
The pandemic has been hard on everyone. I want to share my appreciation and thanks to both our Preschool Director and Chairperson for their endless and steadfast efforts that kept our Preschool open for
the children, their families, and our staff throughout much of the pandemic.
I would also like to thank the Board for the tough decisions that they had to make and to the membership who continue to support the temple through the challenging times we are experiencing because of
COVID. It is through all of us working together, that we can ensure a brighter future moving forward.
In gassho,
Raymond Takiue, Jr.
President
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October is here and our preschoolers are learning the four seasons and the changes they bring. We may
not have a glorious fall season like they do in colder climates but through books, videos, songs and puppet
play the children can enjoy learning new concepts and fall vocabulary words. The preschoolers learn about
squirrels, collecting food for the winter, scarecrows, rakes, tractors, pumpkin life cycles, parts of a tree, cold
season changes and fall celebrations.
On Friday, October 29th each classroom is planning howling Halloween games and activities. The children
are bussing with excitement to don their costumes and to go pumpkin picking! A special pumpkin patch
experience will be set up and each child will be able to select a pumpkin of their choosing. The children are all
invited to a drive-by Trick or Treat event on Saturday, October 30th.
Before the busyness of the holidays, October is a wonderful time to stop and appreciate the beauty in
nature, take a hike, watch the sunset or make leaf rubbings.

ZIPPY’S FUNDRAISER
Due to the State & City’s Covid restrictions that keep changing, our fundraising
committee has decided to ask members & friends to purchase Zippy’s tickets.
These tickets can be redeemed for Chili, Portuguese bean soup, Spaghetti sauce,
and now a Breakfast plate with small drink or 5 pieces of Napoleon’s Bakery
Cornbread.
Zippy’s has outlets on Maui and on the Big Island. These would be great to
include in your holiday gift giving or as stocking stuffers! (Watch for expiration
date) Look for tickets in your mailbox mid November.
If you would like to purchase more tickets, simply call the office at
(808)949-1659. If not, we ask that tickets be returned to the temple office.
Mahalo for your kokua!
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Being Prepared

Tips on Things to do Before going to the Doctor
Here are some practical suggestions on what to do
before going to your doctor’s appointment.
Thank you to SHIP Hawaii (State Health Insurance Assistance Program) for these excellent tips on being a
proactive patient.

Everyone, regardless of their circumstances, must, at
one time or another face the inevitable reality of
losing a loved one. Recently we learned of the
passing of one of our temple members. However
months had passed and the children did not contact
us because they didn’t know what to do even when
their parent was critically ill. Help prepare your
family by having all the important papers together in
one place for them. Include the “Funeral Services
Handbook” from Moiliili Hongwanji.
Here are three excerpts from this handbook:

Write in a notepad or paper the following important
information:

Bedside Appreciation Service – In Buddhism such
rituals have served the purpose of offering comfort to
Date of visit
the dying person and to the family who are dealing
Doctor’s name and address
with the emotions of grief and loss… In being able to
Doctor’s phone number
hear the words of Dharma that are shared through
Reason for visit
the chanting of the sutra and the words of the
Symptoms/ medical problem you are having
minister, and to feel the presence of beloved family
How long you have had this problem or symptoms
members surrounding the bed, the person is able to
Questions you want to ask the doctor about this
feel strength, comfort and relief from fear and
problem or symptoms
anxiety.
Make a list of all the prescription and non prescription (over the counter/OTC) medicines, to Columbarium - All current dues paying members of
include vitamins, minerals, dietary, and herbal MHM qualify for columbarium niche use.
supplements you’re now taking
Hakkotsu No Sho (On the White Ashes) - In silently
Show this list to your doctor during your visit
contemplating the transient nature of human
Other important things to have prepared before existence, nothing is more fragile and fleeting in this
world than the life of man. … By so understanding
the appointment:
the meaning of death, we shall come to fully
Arrange for transportation to and from appointappreciate the meaning of this life which is
ment
unrepeatable and thus to be treasured above all
Ask a friend or family member to come with you
else….
(if needed)
Bring your insurance cards, photo id, payment (if
If interested, contact the MHM office and ask that
needed)
this handbook be sent to you.
Contact information for emergencies
(Shared by the Bereavement Committee)
A list of questions (see above) for the doctor

Most important, do not be afraid to ask if you don’t
understand what your doctor is saying to you.
In the next issue, we will address “things to ask your
doctor”.
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Moiliili Hongwanji BWA
by Donna Higashi, MH BWA President
As we approach the end of 2021 we remember in gratitude the members who passed away
this year. They are Akiko Kie, Edith Horii, Kathleen Komo and Chiyono Ebisu and will be
memoralized at the BWA Sponsored Hoonko service on November 7th. Mrs. Kumika Soga of
Waipahu Hongwanji will be our guest speaker on this zoom service. Following the service will
be the final meeting of the year where the election of new officers and directors will be
conducted. At last years, 95th BWA Anniversary celebration, we donated a large white
Bereavement altar cloth or Uchishiki to MHM. This year we added a smaller altar cloth to
complete the set.
Members will also prepare Ohana
Dinners for Family Promise of Hawaii
on November 3 and December 20. See
Lynn Nakata to volunteer. We thank
the Hosha teams who continue to
clean the temple weekly. We recently
donated $100 each to the YESSCamp
and United Jr. YBA of Honolulu from
our Eshinni Fund and encourage our
Youths at MHM to apply for a grant to
fund their activities.
The Hawaii Federation of BWAs held its
Fall Rep meeting recently and elected
Linda Nagai of Kona as the new President for 2022-2023 and we thank Lois Toyama for serving
for two terms of four years as president. Alisa Kondo of MH BWA was elected Assistant
Treasurer. The Fall newsletter with news around the State was published and sent to all
members to enjoy. This year commemorates the 50th Anniversary of Student Exchange to
Japan. 44 young women participated in this program including Ann Okano, Megumi Makino
and Rona Fukumoto from Moiliili and in celebration, a one year’s free BWA membership will
be offered to these individuals. Looking ahead is the Hawaii State Membership Conference in
Maui (April 2022), World Buddhist Women’s Convention in Japan (May 2023) and Hawaii
(2027).
Our final Honolulu United BWA meeting will be held on November 27 with the election of
officers for 2022-2023. We thank President Sharyn Sekine of Hawaii Betsuin and next year’s
President will come from Jikoen BWA. Moiliili BWA is well represented by the other officers
and directors.
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White Way Radio Broadcast
Since we began this program in 1975, we have broadcasted more than 2400 programs as a
public service for our radio community in Hawaii. We shared by first using reel to reel and
later cassette tapes. Now due to advanced technology we are able to send our broadcasts
directly to Radio station KZOO (1210 AM) for each Saturday’s program at 7:45am. * In
addition, the broadcasts have been added to our website so that anyone anywhere can listen
to these broadcasts anytime.

So what is the pressing situation here? There are 1400 cassette broadcast tapes in our
upstairs sound room which need to be digitized if we want them to be heard again. Many
were done by “treasured” ministers and lay speakers who are no longer with us including Dr.
Alfred Bloom, Rev. Arthur Marutani, Rev. Kiyoshi Matsukuma, Dr. Albert Miyasato, Bishop
Thom Nakanishi, Rev. Seiko Okahashi, Mrs. Ruth Tabrah, Rev. Henry Tanaka, Mrs. Toku
Umehara, and Dr. Taitetsu Unno.
So can you help us by sharing your knowledge and talent and volunteer to help us digitize
SOME of these cassette tapes so that these dharma messages can be shared with everyone
continuously? You may not be able to do it yourself but possibly a member of your family who
is more technologically astute may be asked to help. Thank you. Please contact the MHM
office. *On Hawaii Island, KZOO can also be heard thru the TV Spectrum Cable 888 or go to
KZOO radio’s website https://kzoohawaii.com/ and listen live.
(Shared by Donna Higashi)
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Dennis Asato
Gerald Ching
for security cameras

Donna Fujimoto
IMO Chikako Fujimoto

Joann Furukawa
Hideo & Doris Hamada
IMO Yuriko Yoda

Keith Hamao
Wallace & Nancy Hironaka
IMO Kathleen Komo

Karen Kikukawa

Gail & Russell Okata

IMO Barbara Nomura

IMO Kiyoko Tokeshi

Kiwako Kobayashi
Brian Kunimune
Bert & Hazel Maedo
IMO Robert & Grace Maedo

Janyce Miyashiro
Susan Morishige

Joanne Sakata
IMO Steven Sakata

IMO Akiko Kie

Karen Murakami
IMO Melvin Murakami

Shuku Najita

Covid grant for disinfecting solution

IMO Itsuko Takamura

Martha Samson
Roy & Nancy Shimamoto
Sumie Sonoda
Linda Takai
Satsuye Tanaka

IMO Edith Horii

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii

Reid & Lorelei Saito
Ruby Saito

Brent Igawa
Marcia & Kenneth Ishida

Shuku Najita

IMO Andy Carson

IMO Rose Nakamura

IMO Lily Muraoka

Wendy Nakanishi

Fusae Ishiyama
Tomoe Ishiyama
Kenneth Ishizaki
Deane Kadokawa
Melvin Kato

IMO Warren Yokota

George & Ruth Tokumi
Sharen Uyeunten
Iris Wasa-Uehisa

IMO Masanori Kato

Akira & Keiko Kawabata
Joanne Kealoha

Ann Nakata
IMO Barbara Nomura

Loc Nguyen

Wesley Henry Christine Jordan
Judith Yamaki

IMO Thu Thien Nguyen & Tuyet Hong Nguyen

IMO Richard Yoshimura

Ethel Aiko Oda
Francis & Susan Okano

Fayth Yoshimura
Donations IMO Andy Carson
Donation IMO Nancy Nakatsuka

Thelma Ando
Isabelle Matsumoto
Frances Aoyama
Raymond & Violet Mimaki
Dorothy Colby
Elaine Miyamoto
Mari Fukuya
Michiko Motooka
Wesley Henry
Karen Murakami
Donna Higashi
Doris Muraoka
Joyce Hong
Wendy Nakanishi
Anne & Osamu Kawabata
Lynn Nakata
Joanne Kealoha
Ann Nakata
Karen Kikukawa
Thomas & Betsy Nishioka
Robert & Hatsue Kinoshita
Ethel Aiko Oda
Glen & June Matsumoto
Lois Ohta
Marsha Okada

The White Way, Vol. 65- No.6

IMO Kathleen Komo

Stephen & Charlene Okano
Michael & Wendy Sorakubo
Rev. Thomas & Michiko Okano
Karen Sumida
Francis & Susan Okano
Linda Takai
Ernest Oshiro
Sharen Uyeunten
Ruby Saito
Iris Wasa-Uehisa
Thomas & Leatrice Sakamoto
Aiko Watanabe
Joanne Sakata
Jeanne Watari
Kenneth & Jean Sato
Katsumi & Mayumi Yamamoto
Linda Sesoko
Gene & Jo-Ann Yokota
Roy & Nancy Shimamoto
Gale & Yoshiko Young
Ethel Shintaku
Jean Ayako Shintaku
Sumie Sonoda
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Thelma Ando
Frances Aoyama
Dillie & Dick Asato
Laura Cabus
Jayanthi Devendra
Glenn & Lillian Fujihara
Kenneth & June Fujimoto
Paul & Debbie Fujiyama
Hideo & Doris Hamada
Shizuko & Ernest Hanaumi
James Hatashima
Donna Higashi
Irma Hinazumi
Jeanette Hiranaga
Amy Ichiyama
Karen Imai
Sandra Ishihara
Myrna Kadokawa
Dennis & Joyce Kajioka
Kenney Kajioka
Stanley & Carol Kawaguchi
Joanne Kealoha
Karen Kikukawa
Craig Kinoshita & Patricia Nakaji
Robert & Hatsue Kinoshita

Stanley Kitagawa
Kent & Nancy Koike
Susan Kuioka
Garrett & Marvis Lee
Sharleen & Arnold Maruishi
Carol & Sueo Matsumoto
Richard Matsushima
Mari Miyashiro
Thomas Momoki
Lily Murakami
Donn & Susan Nagamine
Edwin Nakagawa
Betty Nakaji
Jolene Nakamatsu
Wesley Nakamura
Tad Nakayama
Elaine Nakayama
Scott Nishimoto
Merilyn Oda
Masako Ogawa
Marsha Okada
Francis & Susan Okano
Ann & George Okano
Hideko Okimoto
Sharon Okubo

Shirley Renard
Linda Sesoko
Dennis & Lois Shimizu
Douglas Shiraki
Karen Sumida
Blanche Tagawa
Richard & Uraiwan Takamoto
Patsy Tamura
Coryn Tanaka
Betty Taniguchi
John & Irene Teraoka
Nobuko Toyama
Harry Uchida
Carol Ushijima
Iris Wasa-Uehisa
Jeanette Watanabe
Warren & Sharon Watanabe
Jean Yamada
Wayne Yamaguchi
Roy & Karen Yamamoto
Carole Yano
Ruth Yashiki
Joni Young
Diane Yoza

Kalua Pork Fundraiser
Dean Hashida
Evelyn Masuoka
IMO Stanley Masuoka

Thelma Ando
Brian Horii

Dennis Oshio
Joanne Sakata
Clayton & Janice Sato

Chris Kanazawa
Martha Samson

Joanne Sakata
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The Fundraising Committee came up with an idea
to make Kalua Pork as a fundraiser. Chaired by
Arlyne Takiue, the committee and volunteers met
every weekend for 4 weeks to prep, cook, pack
and freeze 1# containers of kalua pork. It was a
success!
At $10 a container, many family members and
friends eagerly purchased and helped the temple
fundraise. The kalua pork made a quick ono meal
of kalua cabbage, which many families enjoyed.
Thank you everyone for your support. Hana Hou!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
(Contact the office for Zoom link)

November 2021
7
14

9:00 AM Zoom BWA Hoonko Service
with Mrs. Kumika Soga
9:00 AM Zoom Remembrance & Veterans Day

Join us on Saturdays for White Way Radio on KZOO1210 at 7:45
a.m. for inspiring messages from a variety of speakers. We are
truly grateful for our White Way sponsors who make it possible
to share the Dharma on the air every week. If you missed it go to
www.moiliilihongwanji.org, Buddhist Teachings.

November 2021

Service with Wes Henry
21

9:00 AM Zoom Sangha Memorial Eitaikyo Service

28

9:00 AM Service-CXD Temple clean up

December 2021
5

9:30 AM HBC Bodhi Day Service

Rev. Alan Urasaki/Mrs. Jolene Nakamatsu

13

Rev. Shindo Nishiyama/Mr. & Mrs. Roy Abe

20

Rev. Daido Baba/Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sorakubo

27

Rev. Joshin Kamuro/The Morikubo Family

December 2021

12

9:00 AM Zoom Bodhi Day Service
with Rev. Irene Nakamoto

19

9:00 AM Zoom Service with Holiday Activities

26

9:00 AM Zoom Service by Honolulu
United Junior YBA

31

6

4

Ms. Charlene Kihara/Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Ono

11

Rev. Blayne Higa/Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sorakubo

18

Rev. Shinji Kawagoe/Dr. Douglas Shiraki

25

Rev. Satoshi Tomioka/Mrs. Karen Murakami

4:00 - 6:00 PM Bell ringing (Joya no Kane)

January 2022

January 2022

1

Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani/Bishop Eric Matsumoto

9:00 - 11:00 AM Oshoko (offering of incense)
No Service

8

Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani

15

Dr. Warren Tamamoto

2

9:00 AM New Year’s Day Service

22

Mr. Raymond Takiue Jr.

9

9:00 AM Shinran’s Memorial Hoonko Service
with Rev. Daido Baba

29

Rev. Bert Sumikawa

1

16

9:00 AM Sunday Service

23

9:00 AM Sunday Service

30

9:00 AM Project Dana Appreciation Service

Moiliili Hongwanji Mission extends its deepest
sympathy and condolences to the family of:

Shop at Amazon via MHM and earn income for
our temple. At no cost to you, Amazon will
donate a percentage of your purchase to MHM.
Go to the MHM webpage, click on the
Amazon.com button and make your purchase.

Sumiko Futa

91

2/6/2021

Kathleen Shizue Komo

102

8/7/2021

Daisy Fumie Kugisaki

97

9/2/2021

Machiko Nekotani

85

9/2/2021

Chiyono Ebisu

97

9/7/2021

Edith Noriko Horii

103

9/22/2021

David Glen Tamura

76

10/3/2021

May the Onembutsu provide solace to family
members during this time of sorrow.
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Dharma School Peace Day Lei Making

Kalua pork preparation

Dr. Dexter Mar
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Trent Walker

Chenxing Han
November 2021

Raymond Takiue Jr.

Rev. & Mrs. Umitani
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